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CIRQUE DU SOLEIL. 
TURNING MUSIC INTO MOTION 


A CIRQUE 


CREATED AND DIRECTED BY MICHEL LEMIEUX AND VICTOR PILON 


Opening Act > Nitza 


TORONTO/Air Canada Centre /Fri & Sat/June 23 & 24 
WINNIPEG/MTS Centre /Fri, Sat & Sun/August 25, 26 & 27 
CALGARY /Pengrowth Saddledome/Wed & Thurs/October 11&12 
EDMONTON/Rexall Place/Sat & Sun/October 14 & 15 
TICKETS FOR ALL CITIES ON SALE NOW 


Check local listings for ticket & show information in your city or online at 
cirquedusoleil.com ox LIVENATION.com ticketmaster.ca 


Official Sponsors 
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Visit oy Scotland: 


. You know there’s something significant about a country when one of its 

Photographed b endearing icons is men in kilts. Of course, Scotland is also known for whisky, 

: agpipes, haggis and the breathtaking scenery with lochs, historic castles an 
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A Quest for Dorothy: 


Landlocked in the centre of our 
continent, Kansas and Missouri 
might be two of the reddest states 
in the red, white and blue, recently 
joining thirteen others in adopting 
constitutional amendments to 
strip gay marriage of its over the 
rainbow colours... 


ee ns CT. ee 20 
horosgoteti(st 
eG witentermen Prine raniser 


When former Prime Minister Paul Martin announced he was stepping down as 
the leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, there was much speculation as to who 
would replace him... 


* Affordable Tan, ae & No Au Fees 
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material for future Out&About coverage. 


Writers are required to tackle news sfories 
from across Canada. 


- Applicants should be committed, 1114- 4th Street S.W. Calgary, AB i: 
professional and outgoing. (Corner of 12 Ave. & 4th St SW) Tel : (403) 266-7515. 


Submit information to editor@outlooks.ca fi Come in and see us! Bring this ad in for a free tanning Session 
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Planning an event in Edmonton? 
_ Contact jackson@jacksonphotografix.com 
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PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


By Roy Heale 


This month’s issue of Outlooks marks another 
milestone for us as we publish our Tenth Annual Pride 
Guide. In the past decade, much has changed in our 
community across Canada and some of the biggest 
changes have occurred right here in Calgary. 


Looking back to 1997 when we published our first 
Pride Guide, some of you might be surprised to know 
that Calgary’s Pride parade route was a well-kept 
secret. The parade organisers at that time would 
only allow us to tell our readers where the parade 
would start, on what date and time. This was due to 
the concern over possible homophobic demonstra- 
tions or gay bashing during the parade. By keeping the 
other details a secret, they were able to minimise the 
possibility of unpleasant incidents or negative media 
coverage of our celebrations. 


Ten years later, Calgary’s gay community proudly 
marches through the heart of the City with media coverage and crowds lining the 
parade route. It may not be the Calgary Stampede Parade but each year it has 
grown in size and stature. Perhaps the most significant year for growth was in 
2001, when Hon. Joe Clark (former Prime Minister of Canada) was the Parade 
Marshall. This act of recognition for equality by Joe and his wife Maureen demon- 
strated to all Canadians that our Charter of Rights protects equality for all 
Canadians. 


Fortunately, across Canada in large cities and smaller communities Pride 
celebrations give us all the opportunity to celebrate who we are, realise we are 
not alone and stand tall amid the greater population. I’m sure there are many 
stories about how Pride celebrations have grown in other communities during 
the past decade and it is always important to recognise our achievements over 
time. 


This year we have changed the format of our Pride Guide. Instead of detailed 
listings on a city-by-city basis, we have chosen to feature stories about activities 
in different regions of the country. This is because our print deadlines are earlier 
than usual for this issue and very often information and details change after we've 
gone to press—resulting in many inaccuracies in the information. We have 
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included as many Pride websites as 
possible in order for our readers to 
visit these sites for the latest local 
details and accurate information. We 
hope you find the information helpful 
in planning your own celebrations or 
where you would like to travel in 
order to join festivities in other cities. 


For 2006, Montréal will stage their 
grandest pride festivities ever as they 
combine Pride with the Ist World 
Outgames for a memorable celebra- 
tion. If you’re planning to attend make 
sure you arrange your travel plans and 
accommodation reservations early as 
they are expecting well over 12,000 
athletes to attend. Add this to the 
usual crowds for Montréal’s Pride 
week and be ready to party. Any gay 
event in Montréal is memorable and 
this will be the party of a lifetime for 
Canada’s GLBT community and our 
friends from around the world. 


So as the summer unfolds and Pride 
celebrations occur in your own 
community be sure to participate and 
support your local organisers. Always 
remember that a dedicated group of 
volunteers work hard for many 
months, if not year round, in order to 
be sure that you have an opportunity 
to show your pride. 


Happy Pride from everyone here at 
Outlooks! W 
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the event formerly known as PRANCE 


Art and Performance Showcase, and Youth Dance 
June 10th 2006 : Hi 
Art Central - #200, 137 8’Ave. SW 
Showcase from épm -.9pm (Open to Public) 
Youth Dance from 9pm= Midnight (for those under 25) 
Contact: calgatyhomohop@yahoo.ca 
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A Canada/Pride Day? 


By John Coulbourn 


Realistically speaking, their proximity to each other on the calendar is dictated 
in the main by the brevity of a season that has too few weekends and too many 
reasons to celebrate. 


That said, there has always been something about the fact that Canada Day 
follows so closely on the heels of Pride Day that suggests a one-or-the-other 
approach to celebration. 


And indeed, in the early days of Pride, there was something almost un-Canadian 
(certainly unWASP) in a fete that was given over not only to the acknowledge- 
ment of our sexual natures, but to the celebration of them as well. 


Under such circumstances, it's hardly surprising that the Canadian establish- 
ment's initial reaction to the whole notion of Gay Pride was a discreet shudder 
and averted eyes. 


For them, Pride was quickly and easily dismissed as a celebration of the other 
—a celebration that flew directly in the face of polite Canadians, who at best, only 
barely tolerated any deviation from their norm. 


Back in those days, an open acknowedgement of an alternate sexuality put one 
well beyond the pale of civilized Canadian society, after all, often forcing the 
severing of ties with family, friends and even career or profession. 


That was then. 


A strong dose of political activism coupled with a few decades and more of 
annual Pride celebrations have combined to move us all forward to a point where 
it is actually possible to see that, at least for the gay community and a growing 
roster of its supporters, Pride Day celebrations may one day just march right into 
Canada Day celebrations in a natural progresssion, without anyone ever batting 
an eye. 


Through our annual rites of Pride, thousands upon thousands of ordinary 
Canadians, both straight and gay, have been exposed to the thousand faces of 
Canada's Gay community. And what they've discovered is not the other but 
themselves—sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, nephews 
and nieces, even mothers and fathers. 


Thus empowered, members of the Gay community have felt more comfortable 
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in taking an acknowledgement of their sexuality into a larger Canadian commu- 
nity where gay and straight can and often do now work side by side, building a 
better community. 


On (too) rare occasions, informed and enlightened organizations, employers 
and corporations have even sought out representation from the gay community 
to round out a perspective that grows slowly more inclusive. 


On a political front, as the Gay community has come forward and demanded 
the right of full participation and responsiblity, we have been joined by hundreds 
of thousands of individuals who have seen themselves in our faces and who are 
now determined and committed to support in our fight—a fight which no one is 
suggesting, even for a minute, is even close to over. 


But simply because the war is not yet won is no reason for us to deny 
ourselves the opportunity to look back and see how far our battles have carried 
us—indeed, we owe it to ourselves to examine our progress if for no other 
reason than to re-affirm that we will never go back. 


Even while our Prime Minister and his minions threaten to attempt an 
overthrow of many of the victories we have won, it is not hard to find signs that 
we have enough forward momentum to carry us through. And much of that 
momentum is sustained by a growing community of our fellow Canadians who 
see our Pride celebrations as just another manifestation of multi-cultural Canada 
—a Canada where differences are celebrated, not feared. 


It wasn't all that long ago, after all, that a certain segment of the Canadian 
public was outraged that members of the RCMP would be allowed to wear 
turbans. This month, as we prepare for Pride celebrations across Canada, two 
young male RCMP officers will wed in Nova Scotia, becoming the first same-sex 
couple in the history of the force. Despite dire misgivings from the es rc right, 
their union will no more undermine the rich and proud tradition of the force 
than did the acceptance of turbans. 


And, as a thriving community within the Canadian mosaic, we will move 
another step closer to being able to celebrate not just being gay, but being gay 
Canadians. 


And to the realization that this is indeed something to celebrate. 
Happy Pride. W 
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All the best for PRIDE 2006! 
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Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 
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Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 
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By Gerard MacMullin 


After hitting the film festivals, the Oscars and DVD, Brokeback Mountain is 
opening in a totally unexpected venue—British Columbia high schools. 


Can the groundbreaking film—which garnered mixed reactions from 
audiences—help secondary level students get a grip on homophobia? That’s the 
hope of the BC Teachers’ Federation which is offering a Brokeback package as a 
resource to the province educators. 


The man behind the Brokeback lesson plan is none other than James 
Chamberlain, the elementary school teacher whose fight for safety and equality 
for queer youth brought him all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada. 


Chamberlain says Canadian classrooms are thirty to forty years behind the rest 
of society in becoming more accepting of gays and lesbians, and homophobia in 
the schools is rampant. If you think that recent social advances, like the right to 
marry, have ended the need for parades and protests—think again. 


“Sometimes the media and the general public have a skewed vision of what our 
community is going through. They think things have evolved a lot,’ says 
Chamberlain. Positive depictions of gay characters on television, for example, may 
give mainstream Canadians the impression that acceptance is blossoming. But 


that attitude is rarely seen on the street or in the schoolyard. 


Chamberlain feels gay youth often face the same ugly attitudes encountered by 
the lead characters in Brokeback Mountain, and he says that won’t change “until 
the culture of schools across our country starts to shift significantly...” 


That’s why he invited Ennis Del Mar and Jack Twist into the classroom. 


“Basically, the main characters in the movie led a life of silence and that same 
silence is pervasive throughout the education system,” he says, identifying one 
major reason as the glaring lack of leadership in anti-homophobia education. 


Gay cowboys in the classroom are sure to set many tongues a-wagging, but 
Chamberlain is quick to douse any hint of sensationalism. 


“There was a lot of attention to ‘Why Brokeback Mountain’ and ‘Oh my 
goodness, Brokeback Mountain, the controversial movie. | think the focus 
shouldn't be on the fact that it’s Brokeback Mountain, the focus should be on the 
learning objectives of the lesson plan,’ Chamberlain says. 


The plan has three major points: to analyze how Brokeback reflects current day 
attitudes, to understand the impact of homophobia on people's lives and ta look 
at the effect of students’ personal choices in making the world more accepting. 


After viewing the movie, or reading the short story by Annie Proulx, students 
examine their perspectives and beliefs. 


Discussion is centered on ten major issues; most notably whether the movie 
had an effect on attitude toward same-sex relationships. Students will also 
consider homophobia in rural communities and look at whether those attitudes 
are seen in their classrooms and hallways. 


“You only have to go about twenty kilometres outside any metropolitan area 
and the reality is very different,’ Chamberlain says, noting that one way to test 
progress is to ask students what needs to change in today’s world before a 
cowboy couple owning a ranch would be viewed as a non-event. 


The Teachers’ Federation has been on the cutting edge of tacking homophobia 
in public schools and it’s proven a tough struggle. Chamberlain waged a six year 
battle with the Surrey, BC school board after it banned three gay-positive 
children’s books. In a time of tight budgets, the board spent over a million dollars 


8 June 2006 OUTLOOKS 


to keep the books—Asha’s Mums, Belinda’s Bouquet, and One Dad, Two Dads, Brown 
Dads, Blue Dads—out of its libraries. The High Court eventually ordered the 
board to reconsider its ban. 


Chamberlain has remained an outspoken proponent of equality and safety for 
gay and lesbian youth. His very public stand makes him look like the polar 
opposite of Ennis Del Mar and Jack Twist, who struggled to hide their true feelings 
and conform to the world. But when Chamberlain starts talking about growing 
up in Abbotsford, in the heart of the Frasier Valley Bible belt, his similarities with 
Jack and Ennis become apparent. 


“It’s quite a religious community,’ he says, and “| had to live that closeted, 
oppressive existence for many, many years. | think many queer adults can relate 
to that, no matter how old they are.” 


Chamberlain feels those adults have a collective responsibility to support 
queer youth, and that education ministries need to show some leadership in 
making schools safer. He'd also like to see students themselves step up to 
challenge homophobia in much the same way attitudes have evolved on racism. 


“We still have the problem of racism in schools, but it’s not the social taboo 
that surrounds homophobia,” he says. “There’s still a fear that if you engage in 
anti-homophobia education that you're going to talk about gay sex in schools and 
| think that’s totally inaccurate.” 


Whether the Brokeback plan will change some of those deeply ingrained preju- 
dices remains to be seen. 


“There’s always hope,” Chamberlain says. “I think without optimism we just 
stop doing the work—and that’s not good.” Vv 


MiachAullin is a writer/broadcaster who lives in Vancouver’s ¥est End. 


Gays In Space! 


By Dale Smith 


Gay science fiction—it’s not such an alien concept, if you'll pardon the pun. 
And while it does exist, it’s still a fairly marginal concept in the mainstream. After 
all, in pretty much any science fiction book or movie, the hero still gets the girl 
and if it’s a girl kicking alien butt, she’s doing it to save a kid or a cat, but not to 
get the girl for herself. Visions of future utopian societies are often just as 
straight, if not more so, than the world we see around us today. And yet, the idea 
of having a queer [sci-fi] future is one that is still being explored. Those doing 
that exploring can come together at conventions like Gaylaxicon, which is being 
held this year in Toronto. 


A group called the Gaylaxian Science Fiction Society out of Boston held the 
first Gaylaxicon convention in 1988 in Provincetown, Massachusetts. They were 
a group that met in 1986 at the World Science Fiction convention and they 
started a national group called the Gaylactic Network. A couple of years later, 
they held their first convention, which was fairly small, but grew rapidly, with 
conventions every year since 1988, barring the hiatus between 2000 and 2004. 


“The idea is just to promote LGBT science fiction, fantasy, horror, gaming and 


Rob (Left) Peter and Lance at Gaylaxicon 2005 


other related genres, and provide a forum for us and our friends to share our 
interests,” explains Lance Sibley, the chair of this year’s convention. It is “much 
like any other science fiction convention, but it’s just more focused”. 


This is also the first year that the convention comes to Canada. They are tradi- 
tionally held in and around Massachusetts, with occasional sojourns elsewhere in 
the States. “When word got out that we had bid for the right to hold the conven- 
tion and then won the bid, people were really enthusiastic. Doesn’t matter, gay, 
straight—everybody has been really supportive.” 


Traditionally, science fiction isn’t something one tends to think of as a very gay 
genre. But for many in the queer community, it’s something that holds a partic- 
ular appeal, even if we don’t see ourselves reflected in it any more than we would 
in the mainstream—even less in some cases. So what is it that attracts so many 
gays and lesbians to the genre? 


“A lot of it, | think, is that in society, we are the outsiders,” Sibley muses. “We 
are seen as distinct, so in a larger sense we tend to identify with the alien. We're 
like the outsiders looking in on the rest of society, trying to fit in, not always being 
successful at it. Myself, | just like to expand my horizons, examine ‘what if?” 


But for a community that can identify so strongly with the material, it can still 
be hard to find acceptance within the fandom. “I know that at many conventions, 
particularly smaller ones, we do tend to get shunted off as an afterthought, our 
panels tend to be late at night even if our topic has nothing to do with sex—it’s 
just viewed as an ‘adult’ panel topic matter what,” Sibley says. “There’s always 
been a certain amount of tokenism—in fact, we kind of spoofed that the last 
couple of years and again this year we’ve got a panel called the ‘Token Straight 
Panel} and the description is basically ‘See how you like it!” 


Sibley, also currently one of the chairs of Toronto Trek, has had his share of 
trouble organizing gay panels at other conventions. “It’s always been a fight to be 
allowed to run those panels in time-slots that aren’t late at night. We found ways 
around it last year, and [Toronto group Queer Continuum] had a suite and | said 
‘why don’t we put these panels Saturday afternoon in the suite instead of regular 
panel space?’ There’s a certain amount of reticence to integrate the community 
fully in the convention scene.” Which brings us back to how the Gaylactic 
Network and conversely Gaylaxicon came to be. “That’s the main impetus—so 
that we would have our own space to talk about anything we wanted from our 


perspective without having to bow to the mainstream culture.” 


And what would any convention be without the guests? This year, Gaylaxicon 
has an accomplished line-up, not only of guests of honour, but also of authors and 
contributors who will be attending the convention, sitting on panels and meeting 
their fans. 


“We have Michael Rowe, who is the editor of the Queer Fear anthologies— 
two of those,” Sibley says. “He’s also written for The Advocate and he lives here 
in Toronto. Nalo Hopkinson is another author, also here in Toronto. A lot of her 
fiction is based in Caribbean folklore. There’s Ellen Muth, who is the actress who 
played George on Dead Like Me. She herself is not gay, but she did play a lesbian 
teenager in a movie of the week a few years ago [The Truth About Jane]. Her 
agent actually contacted us. And Richard Arnold, who was the Star Trek archivist 
at Paramount; basically he was Gene Roddenberry’s assistant. He was a guest at 
Toronto Trek many years ago and it was actually on the Toronto Trek stage that 
he came out to the world, so he has some ties to Toronto there.” 


“We also have coming—though they're listed as ‘Other Guests, Tanya Huff, 
who is a fantasy author primarily, although she also has written some space 
opera,’ Sibley continues. “We also have Tanya’s partner, Fiona Patton, who is also 
a fantasy author, Candas Jane Dorsey, David Nickle who is a horror author in 
both Queer Fear anthologies. And we're trying to get a few more authors.” 


Gaylaxicon is being held at the Best Western Primrose Hotel on the corner of 
Jarvis and Carlton, situated in the southwest corner of the village and about a 
five-minute walk from Church and Wellesley. Given that many a science-fiction 
convention has been shunted out to a hotel in the boonies, the fact that 
Gaylaxicon has managed to secure such a prime location is a testament to not 
only the community support, but also the leadership of Sibley and his board. With 
the added bonus of being the weekend before Toronto Pride, Gaylaxicon is sure 
to attract quite the crowd. 


With a fascinating line-up of discussion panels, covering everything from the 
future of gender, to the marketability of gay protagonists in the genre, to why the 
Reapers in Dead Like Me were metaphors for a closeted existence, Gaylaxicon 
could just be your ticket for a taste of the unusual and profound. 


For more information, visit the website at: 


http://gaylaxicon.gaylacticnetwork.org/2006/. W 


Tickets avialble at: Winspear Centre Box Office 
4 Sir Winston Churchill Square 

via charge-by-phone at 428-1414/800-563-5081 
or on line at www.winspearcentre.com 


NOVEMBER 5 « 8PM 


WINSPEAR CENTRE * EDMONTON 


NOVEMBER 6 « 8PM 


JUBILLEE AUDITORIUM x CALGARY 


NOVEMBER 8 « 8PM 


ORPHEUM THEATRE * VANCOUVER 


Tickets available at: www.ticketmaster.ca 

Ticketmaster (403) 777-0000 
NA 
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KEYSTONE 
MUSIC 


Tickets available at: www.ticketmaster.ca 
Ticketmaster (604) 280-4444 


WWW.KEYSTONEMUSIC.CA 
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the future is friendly? 


SPARK something 
really fabulous. 


VVnat is SPARK? It’s now to stay fab on the go. 
Follow cutting edge trends with 
video clips from FASHION TELEVISON. | 
Get drink recipes, video clips of hot models, © 
and keep up with the latest in entertainment news. Plus, 
browse hundreds of thousands of songs 


ou feet full music tracks, 


ail on your phone* The next big thing just came out. SPARK. 


*Not all features are available on all phones. Only available in Wireless High Speed (EVDO) and digital 1X caverage areas, Please see coverage maps or go to telusmobility.com for details. © 2006 TELUS. 
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Breerrrary Cnn rent bev entnt 


You know there’s something significant about a country when one of its 
endearing icons is men in kilts. Of course, Scotland is also known for whisky, 
bagpipes, haggis and the breathtaking scenery with lochs, historic castles and 
mountains.As a holiday touring destination it couldn’t be more diverse or ideal. 
The cities are rich in historic architecture with modern faces and the country- 
side ranges from craggy coastlines to dramatic highlands. 


Scotland’s largest city, Glasgow, is one of the finest examples of Victorian 
architecture and has reclaimed its fame as a centre of style in the United 
Kingdom. There’s a real creative energy in Glasgow, which can be found in the 
windows of art dealers, in the fine restaurants or West End cafés. From 
museums and art galleries to designer boutiques and chic malls, this city offers 
the tourist a non-stop agenda for an urban vacation. 


With the largest gay village in Scotland located in the heart of Glasgow’s 
Merchant City area, the raw energy flows day and night. This neighbourhood 
can easily be found to the southeast of George Square, a tourist landmark in 
front of the historic City Chambers. Here you will find approximately a dozen 
high quality gay and lesbian bars, clubs, spas, pubs and lounges within walking 
distance of each other. 


The gay hub at the south end of the village (close to the St. Enoch 
Underground station) located at || Dixon Street is the Glasgow LGBT Centre. 
This venue provides a wealth of information about the gay community and 
houses a gay bar and café. Here you can familiarise yourself with the commu- 
nity, enjoy home cooked food and reasonable bar prices served up by helpful 
and friendly staff. It’s a great place to plan your foray into gay Glasgow. 


There are several traditional gay pubs and the Waterloo Pub at 306 Argyle 
Street claims to be the oldest gay bar in Glasgow. Always busy and packed, this 
piece of gay history is a good starting point for an evening of fun. Another 
popular pub is the Court Bar at 69 Hutcheson Street and here you can enjoy 
music from the seventies and eighties in a small, cosy, friendly pub atmosphere. 

This also places you very close to the oh- 
ep Sa! A %y so-stylish Glasgow club scene that is not 
# to be missed. Delmonica’s or Dels as it is 
affectionately known, located at 68 
Virginia Street, has recently been remod- 
eled and is a triumph of glass, mirrors and 
vistas with frequent cabaret shows, 
karaoke and dance parties plus bar food 
served daily. Just around the corner is 
the stylish Polo Lounge with its leather- 
and-oak ground floor gentleman’s club 
appearance and three levels of entertainment 
pleasure. Downstairs in The 
Trophy Room, it’s more of a 
\ mature crowd but kick up your 
heels and dance in The Club 
Room where everyone ends up 
late at night. These are just a 
few suggestions and Gay 
Glasgow has much more to 
offer those who are in search of 
a diverse and varied nightlife 
during their holiday. The local 
ScotsGay magazine is a wealth 
of local information and _ is 
readily available throughout the 
village. 
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Most Glasgow hotels and inns are gay-friendly and welcome the GLBT 
traveller as guests. The ArtHouse Hotel is a large, classy 1911! Victorian terrace 
house in the heart of the village. Recently restored with striking new colourful 
design combining the original architectural elements, it boasts two restaurants. 
This trendy hotel is a little more expensive but worthy of the price for luxury 
and convenient location. In the West End two guesthouses are more modestly 
priced—The Glasgow Guest House and the Bellhaven Hotel. Both are restored 
Victorian-style houses with modern conveniences and only a short distance to 
everything Glasgow has to offer. 


The City boasts one of Europe’s finest public art collections and magnificent 
architecture from the thirteenth to the twenty-first century. For art-lovers the 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, a red sandstone palace of art, has recently 
re-opened after three years of renovations, with a range of upgrades and 
improvements. Over two hundred arts organisations make their home in 
Glasgow giving the city a vibrant arts community akin to any other major 
cultural European city. 


Atmosphere is something the West End has in spades. The cobblestone 
streets such as Ashton Lane, with bars, restaurants and boutiques come alive at 
sunset and pulse into the wee hours with a soundtrack provided by street 
musicians. Shopping is an artform unto itself, with small boutiques and chic malls 
providing a canvas waiting for shoppers to leave their marks. Browse around 
Merchant City, Princes Square, Kings Court and the Victorian Village— 
just a few of the city’s major shopping areas. With an 
excellent bus and subway public transit network 
everything Glasgow has to offer is nearby and 
easily accessible. 


After experiencing the 
Scottish urban landscape 
you will probably want 
to head to the 
Highlands to enjoy 
breathtaking scenery 
of mountains and 
lochs. The sheer 
variety of content 
from historic castles 
and ancient distilleries, 
vast lakes, tranquil ferry 
rides to small town destina- 
tions provide relaxation and an escape from hometown pressures. With so 
many choices, you will probably want to plan your tour of the countryside 
before you leave home. 


sampling of haggis 


There are several well-planned excursions available and many have themes like 
Castles and Gardens, the Victorian Heritage Trail, the Malt Whisky Trail and even 
Celtic Pride Tours for small groups of GLBT travellers. You can custom design 
your own trip or join an organised group of vacationers with similar interests. 


For the really brave, renting a car or motorcycle (BMW or Harley Davidson) 
allows the freedom of the roads but remember they drive on the wrong side and 
on the smaller islands the roads are only one lane wide, requiring considerable 
skills not learned in North America. Travel by rail and ferry is a popular alternative, 
allowing you to move freely around the countryside on your own agenda and 
at your own pace. Whatever your preference the rewards from the Scottish 
way of life are rich, plentiful and memorable. 


My choice included travelling northwest along the banks of Loch Lomond via 
the eighteenth century village of Inverary to the ferry port of Oban heading for 
a few days on the Isles of Mull and lona. Accompanied by a Scottish Blue Badge 


Driver Guide, Mike Hardie, this tour of the Hebrides outer islands revealed 
the history and mystery of these natural, unspoiled lands with their small 
populations plus abundant wildlife. 


The castles Duart and Torosay plus the lona Abbey were some of the finest 
examples of Scottish heritage which are still standing and functional today. On 
the Isle of Mull both Torosay Castle (almost 150 years old) and Duart Castle 
(over 600 years old) and still home of the Maclean Clan today, are occupied by 
their current bloodline custodians from family lineage. On the Isle of 
lona the Abbey, which dates back to AD 563, is one of the most historic 
and venerated sites where Scottish Kings are buried. 


Also, on the mystical Isle of lona, the Findhorn Foundation operates a ; 
Traigh Bhan retreat house for quiet contemplation, spiritual rest and i Ris 
renewal. Throughout the year, they offer exclusive gay and lesbian 
retreats for groups of six to experience the sanctuary and explore ay - i HELPFUL WEBSITES: 


the island’s natural beauty. FS _ gayscotland.com toscotiland.com 
Back on Mull the small, thriving fishing village of Tobermory with its . | 4 bi t glasgay.co.uk mullhotel.com 
colourful painted houses is the setting for a BBC Televison children’s zsh : : scotsgay.co.uk visithighlands.com 


program and is the hub of the island. High up on a hill overlooking 
Tobermory Bay is the Western Isles Hotel, a fully restored Victorian 
mansion with spectacular views, fine dining and a lively bar at nighttime. 


glgroup.co.uk visitscotland.com 
celticpridetours.com scotlandbybike.com 


The village of Tobermory is a charming collection of small shops, tourinscotland.co.uk —_ calmac.co.uk 


restaurants and pubs with an energetic nightlife during the tourist 
season. Here you can sample traditional local cuisine including fresh 
fish (salmon, of course), kippers for breakfast, local game dishes 
including venison, grouse, pheasant and partridge, haggis (definitely) 
and desserts such as cranachan or cloutie dumpling. All accompanied by the 
largest variety of Scotch Whisky ever available to the discriminating Robbie 
Burns fan.. 


If you’re looking for a vacation, which combines the excitement and culture 
of a metropolis and the peace and tranquility of nature at its most rugged, then 
Scotland has everything you’re searching to find. By the way, they also have 
some of the best and most challenging golf courses in the world. Set out to 
enjoy your own highland games and you'll return home from the experience of 
a lifetime already planning your next Scottish vacation. 


In case you’re wondering what is worn under a Scotsman’s kilt the answer is 
nothing is worn—everything works perfectly, like brand new! W 
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By Mark Buckley 


If you have missed this event in the past, you may wish to reconsider this year. 
The thirteenth annual Canadian Rockies International Rodeo will be held in 
Calgary June 30-July 2. This year promises to be even more interesting, given 
the huge media interest fueled since the release of Brokeback Mountain in 
December. 


Set at Symons Valley Ranch, just minutes north of the city of Calgary, you can 
experience the gay western lifestyle first hand. This unique rodeo combines 
the traditional rodeo circuit action with some lighthearted events, plus 
entertainment, dances, meals and camping. Participants attend from across the 
country and around the world. 


Imagine hundreds of cowboys and cowgirls in tents and trailers at one 
location. It always manages to be a good time. It isn’t uncommon to hear regular 
attendees recount how this is the most anticipated event on their social 
calendar each year. No matter what interests you, there is plenty for all. One 
visit is sure to make a cowboy or cowgirl convert of you. 
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The rodeo weekend starts out on Friday with a Cabaret presented by Stuart 
Aikins Casting and ARGRA (Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association) that 
features the rising country music star, Johnny Reid, with a special opening act 
from a hometown guest, KT. Both are sure to get the crowd started and in the 
mood for an extraordinary weekend of fun. 


Early next morning, ARGRA hosts a pancake breakfast. Each year the rodeo 
volunteers take pride in making you well-fed and appreciated Be sure to ask 
them for your early morning hug in the event you didn’t get enough of those 
in the tent the night before! 


The opening ceremony officially starts the IGRA (International Gay Rodeo 
Association) sanctioned rodeo. The grand entry and the opening ceremonies at 
noon are a very touching moment to experience and enjoy the diversity of 
people who make the rodeo a success. 


Following an afternoon of rodeo action, meeting and visiting new and old 
friends, a few beers and a shop in the retail tent, you will be treated to fine 
Western hospitality at the Roast Beef Dinner. 


The Saturday evening 
Barn Burner Dance 
usually draws one of the 
largest crowds of the year. 
It’s wall-to-wall wranglers, 
boots, and hats...so brush 
up on your two-steppin’ 
or get the local who 
caught your eye to give 
you a quick lesson on the 
dance floor. There’s no 
reason to be shy in the 


Guest performer, KT 


West. The locals are 
friendly and western 
hospitality is evident 
throughout the rodeo 
weekend. 

The local vendors 


carefully select merchandise 
of interest to the rodeo 
crowd. Throughout the 
weekend all attendees can 
visit the retail tent and find a souvenir of their choice from a tee-shirt to a 
treasured piece of art—there is plenty to see and explore. 


If you desire to experience first hand the settings where Brokeback Mountain 
was filmed, you may arrange a tour the days before or after the rodeo to these 
local attractions. They are within driving distance of the rodeo site. 


Camping at the rodeo is more fun than you can imagine. Prizes are awarded 
for the best decorated campsites and drop-by parties are hosted by local 
businesses. 


Reservations to obtain a campsite can be made by contacting Symons Valley 
Ranch at (403) 274-4574. For those who would prefer a local hotel, our host 
hotel is pleased to offer you a discount rate and quality service. Please contact 
Five, Calgary Downtown Suites at (403) 451-5551 or 1-877-451-5551 or 
email reservations@5calgary.com.Don’t forget to mention ARGRA to get 
the discount rate. 


Tickets for the rodeo weekend are currently available and can be 
purchased with VISA or Mastercard by calling the ARGRA Ticket Hotline at 
(403) 938-7329. More information can be found on the ARGRA website at 
argra.org. 


If you don’t really know anyone and want to meet some fast friends, why not 
volunteer to help? The Gay Rodeo is successful because of the huge volunteer 
base that makes it all possible. There are many ways one can volunteer, from 
security, to helping prepare breakfast. If anyone is interested in volunteering 
during the weekend, please contact volunteers@argra.org or call 
(403) 541-8140. The coordinators will be wearing name badges, so feel free 
to approach any of them when you first arrive and ask if you can get in on some 
of the volunteering opportunities. 


Come experience first hand the ever-so-wild yet hospitable west, and join us 
for the rodeo. Come Ride ‘Em in the Rockies! W 
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By Michael Wright 


Covering: Hie Hidden Assault 
n Our Civil Rights 


| Think about it: ete many times in a day do 
| you modify what you say or how you behave in 
' order to avoid disclosing something that you 
_ perceive as undesirable about yourself? 


= In his 1963 book, Stigma: Notes on the 
© Management of Spoiled Identity, Alberta-born 
- sociologist Erving Goffman writes: 


“It is a fact that persons who are ready to 
| admit possession of a stigma (in many cases 
because it is known about or immediately 
| apparent) may nonetheless make a great effort 
} to keep the stigma from looming large.... This 
process will be referred to as covering.” 


This notion formed part of the inspiration 

== that Kenji Yoshino used as a fundamental 
precept of his book entitled Leases The Hidden Assault on Our Civil Rights. In the 
book, Yoshino shares with us his many identities: a Yale professor of law, a poet, 
an Asian and a gay man. Throughout the book, Yoshino interprets various situa- 
tions he describes through one or more of these filters of identity. 


In the preface of the book, Yoshino states his position: “Everyone covers. To 
cover is to tone down a disfavored identity to fit into the mainstream. In our 
increasingly diverse society, all of us are outside the mainstream in some way.’ 
Certainly, no one in the GLBT community would refute the need to cover their 
gay identity in a variety of circumstances. Nor would they likely argue about the 
toll that covering takes on our authentic selves. What is surprising in Yoshino’s 
writing is the number and variety of situations that he describes in which people 
have had to cover. 


As a lawyer, Yoshino cites (the expected) legal battles over sexual orientation 
issues, but also illustrates cases involving issues of personal grooming, religion, 
physical disability, cultural origin and race. He classifies a “set of performances” 
through which he suggests a person travels: conversion—wishing to become 


other than what you are; passing—accepting the ‘stigma’ while concealing it from 
others; and covering—Goffman’s theory that one covers to keep the trait from 
“looming large” or becoming obtrusive. Relying on Goffman’s example, Yoshino 
notes how Franklin Roosevelt—who was confined to a wheelchair—always 
positioned himself behind a table or his desk before meetings. Everyone knew 
that Roosevelt used the wheelchair, so he was not passing. He was covering— 
downplaying his disability to deflect focus from that to the issue or conversation 
at hand. Yoshino maintains that this set of performances moves outside the 
individual to become a set of demands made by society. 


He describes his own personal journey of evolving self-awareness, a journey 
abetted by significant friends and relationships—including his parents. From a 
naive young student at university who couldn’t understand why his studies began 
to falter because ‘something’ was troubling him, to the moment that his parents 
announced their pride in him as their son, the reader empathizes with him at 
every turn. 


Some readers may find the description and 
number of legal cases somewhat daunting, but 
they do serve to illustrate the diversity of situa- 
tions in which humans find themselves strug- 
gling for their voice. In the final chapters, 
entitled “The End of Civil Rights” Yoshino 
presents his vision of civil rights as an impulse 
toward authenticity, an impulse that lead us to 
think of civil rights “less in terms of groups than 
in terms of our common humanity”. 


It isn’t just the subject matter that makes 
Covering a worthwhile read. After all, who 
wouldn't be intrigued by hearing about 
someone else’s adventure through the oft- 
tangled web of human emotion that we experi- 
ence? In his quest to untangle and give voice to 
his experience, Yoshino the poet emerges at 
the very outset of the book. Eloquent word 
choices and exquisite turns of phrase both surprise and please the reader, 
drawing us in and tempting us to explore further. 


| Author Kenji feshino 
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It’s the kind of book you might want to pass along to someone. 
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Dr. Peter Centre 


party! Let them inspire us all. 


The Dr. Peter Centre is the only HIV/AIDS day 
health program and 24 — hour care residence 
in the Province. We offer care and support to 
improve the overall health of those people 
mostin need. Our innovative programs rely on & 
both government funding and private = 
donations, such as the support that we have j@! 
received from their Pride Party. 
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Need an excuse to have fun 

and raise money? How about A Loving 
taking one of this season's 
CruiseyT voyages aboard the 


(Recent 


Sunoratsing * 
results 


J 


mounting an onboard raffle for A Loving 
Spoonful, co-sponsored by Labatt and Harbour 
Cruises. From the first 3 cruises $5 from each 
ticket goes to Out For Kicks soccer team in support of the Montreal 
OUT GAMES. Check out www.cruiseytcom for complete details. 
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Private Pride Party Pays! 


Pride Vancouver ongoing 


The Dr. Peter Centre is grateful for the support we 
have received from Fraser Biggs, Dr. Curtis Sutton 
and Martin McQuillan. For the last four years, they 
have held a party over Pride weekend as a 
Fundraiser for the Dr. Peter Centre. Their events are always well attended and 
are known to be a great time, a highlight of the weekend, and they raise a 
considerable amount of funds. Last year they raised $2671.00, ata private house 


MV Britannia with up to 500 others! This year CruiseyT is 


‘Chank you for supporting our Nancouver & area community events! 
Let us know about YOUR upcoming non-profit AIDS & GLBT fundraising event and recent financial results. 


a Please email us your next month info & logo to: PumpJackEvents@shaw.ca by the 10th of each month. 
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Stellar Results from Shooting Stars 
Thursday, April 27th 


Kendra Sprinkling and her loyal band of sponsors, artists, donors, 
board members and volunteers have pulled it off again this year! 
Dato Another record year of donations to AIDS service agencies in 
Greater Vancouver was announced on Thursday, April 27th. This 
year some $79,700 will be donated to a 

total of 11 agencies in the region, with a portion going This monthly community 
to an endowment fund for the future. feature sponsored by 
your friends at: 


Produciig Stellar Results 


These monies were raised throughout the Shooting 
Stars Foundation 2005 stellar events calendar 2 
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| By Michael Brown 


By Darrin Hagen 


It’s not the big, splashy, controversial Churchill Square, but the brand-new Pride 
Centre of Edmonton. 


After years, of struggling for volunteer power and funding, the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre closed its doors. President Ken Macdonald likens the birth of 
the new Pride Centre to “the phoenix rising out of the ashes”. 


The new facility has already become a gathering place for Edmonton’s LGBT 
folks, their families, friends and supporters. The goals are lofty, yet completely 
within reach: promoting and providing services related to arts, recreation, educa- 
tion, social services and health, specific to the LGBT community. 


MacDonald is obviously proud of the new set-up, located in the old Edmonton 
Symphony headquarters at 10010 — 109 street. Already, the prominent main floor 
space has seen the six meeting rooms acting as host to gatherings of Bears, 
Transfolk and Primetimers. “In addition to groups like those, we are perfectly 
setup to be a resource centre for those who are new to town, or simply new to 
the scene,’ says MacDonald. “The response so far has been completely 
positive...in the first four 
months of the _ Pride 
Centre’s existence, over 


- utilized the space and 
accessed its meeting rooms 
and it’s community resource 
lists. A look at the Pride 
Centre’s calendar shows a 
diverse range of groups 
utilizing the space: Trans 
| support groups, Two Spirit 
Circle Society meetings, 
women’s spirituality groups, 
men’s discussion groups, 
bisexual discussion groups, 
Youth Understanding Youth, 
GLBT Seniors, HIV support groups, as well as themed movie nights, drag and 
crossdressing days...it would be difficult to find a section of our constituency not 
already utilizing the new Centre.” 


Fine SES 


In addition, free Internet access and a huge (and growing) library of over 2,000 
books, a work-in-progress gallery space to display the works of local queer artists 
makes the new Pride Centre a true community space, open to all. To spread that 
access even wider, soon visitors to the website will be able to search all the 
archives of the Pride Centre online. 


In addition, the Centre has compiled an exhaustive list of LGBTQ resources 
for the Capital district, which not only includes all the local bars and cafes, but 
access to housing, sports, body care, wedding planning, faith services, travel, family 
support, and legal assistance, as well as resources for the members of the 
community living outside the city limits. Regular events like the Monday movie 
nights, potluck dinners on the second Monday of every month and a weekly 
seniors drop-in every Thursday morning provide social alternatives to the non- 
clubbing set—and a more acute sense of family/community spirit. 


MacDonald has been involved in the Edmonton’s community-at-large for years 
now...in fact, he has been an Edmontonian since birth. So he has seen Festival 
City go through many changes in his lifetime. Most recently he was very active 
in HIV Edmonton. “When the new board for the Pride Centre was forming, | 


1700 people have visited or . 


decided ‘This is important—not just to me, but to everybody in Edmonton’...we 
needed something, and so | decided to get involved.” As President, MacDonald 
not only manages the space itself, but also oversees strategies for fundraising and 
publicity. 

One of the biggest changes that comes about with the new Pride Centre is a 
fresh sense of visibility that 
mirrors the growth — of 
Edmonton’s community. “We're 
on street level; we’re out there 
where everyone can see—and 
proud of it. The high visibility 
makes us more central to the 
community. We've gone from 
being peripheral to being out in 
front, and by being so visible 
and easy to access, we are 
encouraging others to do the 
same. Ve want to make the 
community proud of its accom- 
plishments.” 


The new long-term lease just 
signed by the Centre speaks to 
a heightened sense of perma- 
nence and stability, aiding in 
longer-term planning. As well, 
with the new lease came even more meeting and event spaces. 


The only issue now, it seems, is that success comes with its own concerns. The 
new popularity of the space means more hands are needed. The Pride Centre 
needs you, and not just to utilize its amazing resources. “We are always looking 
for more volunteers,” says MacDonald, “not just to help out at the Centre, but 
to help us run special events and to act as a welcoming committee to Edmonton.” 
The Centre is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. For more 
information on how you can help, as well as schedules of events and lists of 
resources, go to pridecentreofedmonton.org. W 


Darrin Hagen is the author of one book and eleven plays, all of whic 
wearing a dress. He is currently working on an updated {0th anniversar 
Edmonton Queen". 
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Closet Doors Closed 


By Ralph Higgins 

It’s not easy growing up gay anywhere. We 
all know how fraught with difficulties the road 
to self-acceptance can be. So consider how 
much more difficult the journey when you live 
in a country like Nigeria, where not only is the 
social climate anti-gay but where the government 
has recently undertaken an amendment giving 
sentences of five years imprisonment to anyone involved in 
same sex marriages, relationships, organizing gay clubs or societies, or lobbying 

for the rights of the GLBT community. 


Even working for HIV/AIDS education or treatment is seen as a suspect, 
perhaps criminal, activity. Homosexuals are blamed for the spread of HIV/AIDS 
even though the majority of the approximately 3.6 million Nigerians infected with 
HIV are heterosexual. Queer Nigerians have no rights or protections and can be 
jailed for merely complaining about it! 


Oil wealthy Nigeria, reputed to be one of the most corrupt governments in 
west Africa, is also the most populous country of the continent with 130 million 
people, which means—if one follows the concept of one in ten—there must be 
something like thirteen million queer folk: Not that we will have this figure 
confirmed anytime soon. The authorities—governmental and _ religious—of 
Nigeria would like to pretend the homosexual community does not exist— 
except as criminals. Any group working for the improvement or legal protection 
for GLBT community is forced to do so underground. 


Muslim Sharia law holds in the northern provinces where the penalty for 
“sodomy’’—which can mean any homosexual act—is being stoned to death. In 
the Christian south, people like Archbishop Peter Akinola of the Anglican Church 
see homosexuality as an abomination, which is “un-Biblical, unnatural and un- 
African”. Akinola wants to protect Nigeria from the pernicious influence of the 
west, which he perceives as increasingly homo-friendly. 


Not exactly a gay paradise, but then how would we in Canada like to be judged 
solely by our politicians, or religious and business leaders? What about the real 
day-to-day life of a queer Nigerian living in this repressive atmosphere? 
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Vusi Tshabala (not his real name) is a thirty-something gay Nigerian who works 
as a creative artist in the design field. | spoke with him about gay life in Nigeria 
and whether the new laws had made an impact on him. He indicated that so far, 
life appears to continue as before and none of his friends had been prosecuted— 
but there has been an effect on morale. “It is so, so backward, as if one is living 
his life with the hands of the clock working in reverse.” 


The idea of coming out to his family is impossible for Vusi. Family is important 
to Africans in a way North Americans would find hard to comprehend. Even 
distant relatives like great-uncles, second and third cousins are regarded as close 
family. “It is one person in a thousand that walks up to his folks and announces 
his sexuality,’ he tells me. Too much to lose. Do they know he is gay? “I strongly 
feel some of my siblings have their suspicions, but | have never been confronted 
openly and none of them has ever discussed it with me. Most of my friends are 
like me, can’t think of anyone that has come out openly to say it but of course | 
have friends that have been ‘accused’ of being gay by their family and, my dear, it 
wasn’t an easy task for them to defend themselves.” Accused is the key word. 


But this is not to say that there is no gay life. “For weekends | feel like gay 
socializing,’ says Vusi, “I visit a couple of friends, and just get lost from there. We 
all might just go for a party, or visit one or two other people, or go to a bar for 
drinks.” But not a gay bar—they do not exist. “There was a place that was burnt 
down a few years ago because it was a gay haven. The owner of the place was 
also almost beaten to death.” Mostly the gay life consists of house parties and 
a few bars that are “gay friendly—probably because the owner too is gay or 
doesn’t care who hangs around.” Not everyone accepts the idea of being incon- 
spicuous. “| have friends that do drag and man, they could be fun to hang out 
with! You will laugh your hearts out.’ 


Gays will meet other gays no matter what the government or church says, but 
how does this work in Nigeria? “Well, meeting other people at friends’ houses is 
one of the most popular ways gays meet. You visit a friend, and meet another of 
his friends and so on. We have a good time! And of course the internet has made 
it much easier meeting people.” Living in the age of the internet means you can’t 
keep people ignorant of what is happening in the rest of the world. Because his 
work sometimes takes him abroad, Vusi has had more opportunity than many 
others to compare the situation of gays in Nigeria with those living elsewhere. 


There are groups that work for change, like Gay and Lesbian National 
Congress who try to get the government to soften its laws on gays. Vusi tells me 
that lots of influential people and some in powerful government positions are 
widely rumoured to be gay but one cannot count on their support. More effec- 
tive is pressure exerted from outside. Sixteen human rights organizations world- 
wide—among them Amnesty International—along with members of the 
European parliament have written to President Obasanjo protesting the 
draconian laws and urging him to adhere to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights which Nigeria signed in 1993. 


And there is a gay community. As Vusi says, “Ve stand up for ourselves, we 
fight for ourselves,” even though they must, of necessity, remain a hidden commu- 
nity. While we in Canada are busy gearing up for Pride celebrations this summer, 
let us give some thought to our wider family, living in places where the colours 
of the rainbow may be muted but are still glowing, under an African sky. 


Author’s note: | feel obliged to issue a strong caution to anyone meeting 
strangers, especially Africans, on the internet. Westerners are often seen as 
immensely wealthy, corrupt and fair game for scams and cons of any kind. | have 
been asked for gifts, money for school fees and hospital bills and have heard the 
most plausible hard luck stories imaginable. The question: Is it true gays can 
marry in Canada? is often followed by protestations of undying love—after ten 
minutes of online chat!—and the suggestion that we get married right away. 
Many straight young men will post bogus nude pics and pretend to be gay in 
order to gain financial assistance from gullible older men. W 


Ralph Higgins is a writer, columnist and book/movie reviewer living in the Annapolis Valley of 


1 Scotia. 


Dedicated to providing quality 
financial leadership, management 
and business services 


For small to medium-sized businesses, 
not-for-profit and other 
organizations, including businesses 
in the health and fitness industry 


Email ak@akrpc.ca ; www.akrpc.ca 
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Each month we feature a GLBT 
photographer or artists’ work to showcase 
Canadian artistic talent. If you would like 


to be included please send samples of 
your work to main@outlooks.ca 
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Every day countless people push their personal boundaries. If we've helped, 
even just a little, you're welcome. 


Showcase - saluting boundary pushers everywhere. 
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By Captain Snowdon 


Here in Victoria things are coming along 
swimmingly for Pride 2006. Pride and the Word: 


An Evening of Literary Divinity has been 
resurrected this year and is rumored to be 
better than ever. With new events like the 
Rainbow Bike Ride and the much-loved Big Gay 
Dog Walk returning, it’s bound to be queerly 
one of the best weeks of the summer. 


Consider a road trip to come and join us for 
our celebrations. Try to beat my record of 
Victoria, Edmonton, Regina and Saskatoon Pride 
all in one summer! 


On Saturday, June 24, events kick off with 


the First Annual Rainbow Bike Ride at noon on 
the Galloping Goose Regional Trail. At 4:00 PM 


is the Pride Flag Raising Ceremony 
taking place on the corner of 
Belleville and Government St. 


Sunday, June 25, brings the 
Second Annual Big Gay Dog Walk 
on Clover Point in James Bay. At 
8:00 PM is the Miss Gay Vancouver 
Island Pageant at Prism Lounge, by 
donation. 

Jazz ‘n’ Dine, Song ‘n’ Wine takes 
place Monday, June 26, at 7:00 PM. 
This is a four course dinner at the 
Reef Restaurant on Yates, with divas 
Kim Denness-Thomas, Nicky Deanne 


and Apri (Tidets $50, ba re 


A Pice potial workshop/forum 
hosted by Michael Yoder at 
Floyd’s Diner takes place at 7:00 
PM on Tuesday, June 27 (by 
donation). 


Pride and the Word ‘06, an 
evening with six authors at the 
Belfry Performing Arts Center 
Tickets $10), takes place 
Thursday, June 28 at 4:00 PM. 


Friday, June 30, is the Pride 
Second Annual Sunset Harbour 
Cruise (Tickets $35). 


Saturday, July I, is the |0th 
Annual Marcus Tipton Drag Ball 
Game. A picnic day in Victoria 


PRIDE WAY OUT WEST JUNE 24 - JULY 2 


West Park. One Night Stand, an Alternative 
Evening with Sideshow and Seduction at the 
Victoria Events Center (Tickets $10). 


Pride week wraps up on Sunday, July 2, with 
the noon start for the Twelfth Annual Pride 
Parade and Festival. It begins at City Hall and 
continues through downtown to Fisherman’s 
Wharf Park.At 9:00 PM is Drag-a-rama with the 
Disco Bondage Prostitutes From Outer Space 
at Hush Nightclub (1325 Government Street. 
By donation) For more information, contact 
victoriapridesociety.org 


gayCanada.com/Okana 


pridecalgary.ca 


prideedmonton.org 


hamiltonpride.com 


gaycanada.com/pride-regina 


portcityrainbowpride.com 
gaypridewinnipeg.com 
victoriapridesociety.org 
pridetoronto.com 
prideottawa.com 


peipride.com 


By Josh Murray 


Pride Week is nothing if not an experience in 
absolute joy, and so, with great certainty and 
hope, the Vancouver Pride Society has selected 
Pride and Joy: Experience It! as their 2006 slogan. 


“Pride in Vancouver...has grown into an 
international celebration and destination unique 
in setting,” says John Boychuk, president of the 
Vancouver Pride Society. “Vancouver has grown 
up into [a] true role model for the GLBT 
community and we want the world to come and 
experience it.” 


To ensure the Pride Week experience is 
fulfilling for all, the VPS is planning a line-up of 
events that is both diverse and inclusive. There 
is at least one constant though—Vancouver’s 
annual Pride Parade remains a province-wide 
legend. 


Despite contentious discussions about the 
parade’s size and location, this year’s route will 
again wind down Denman and onto Pacific and 
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East Side Pride Dance 
East Side Pride Festival 
Picnic in the Park 


Homopalooza at the Plaza 
Terry Wallace Memorial Breakfast 


Sunset Beach Festival 
Youth Dance 


The Vancouver Pride Society and Vanelty present 


Pride&Joy 


Vancouver BC 2006 | experience it 


Day at Play Land 


Annual Pride Parade 


for more details, visit 


NCOUVERPRIDE.CA 


Pride Victoria 2006 


June 24 — July 2 


www.victoriapridesociety.org 
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Beach Avenues, passing English 
Bay and what is perhaps the 
most beautiful view in the entire 
city. The highlight of each year’s 
Pride Week celebrations—the 
parade—is attended by over 
180,000 people, who fill the 
streets to cheer on elaborate 
floats and enthusiastic partici- 
pants. 


And this year’s parade will 
follow in the same tradition. 
“Each year that the crowd 
grows, we see a more diverse 
cross section of not just the 
GLBT community, but the 
cosmopolitan make-up of this 
city: more families of all styles, more regional, 
national and international visitors and an incred- 
ible amount of support from our allies and 
friends. Each individual is coming out to 
celebrate the diversity, culture and harmony this 
city represents,” explains Boychuk. The parade is 
but one of many special events catering to the 
full spectrum of pride revelers in Vancouver. 


“Each event or festival we host invites a 
unique segment of our community to come out 
and celebrate in different neighbourhoods 
around Vancouver”, he continues. And so, this 
year’s celebrations will tackle this challenge with 
spirit. 

The annual Gay Day at Playland will kick off 
Pride events a week early this year. Gay families 
and their supporters are invited down to 


vancouverpride.ca 
cruiseyt.com 


Playland for an _— afternoon of amusement on 
Saturday, July 22. The event will bring 
performers and entertainers to the stage and 
provide attendees with the chance to test their 
resolve on dozens of thrilling rides, including the 
Hellevator and the Corkscrew. Of course, there 
are always amusement park standbys like cotton 
candy and hot dogs if you prefer to keep your 
feet planted firmly on the ground. 


If climbing aboard a rollercoaster is simply too 
daunting a task, Pride 2006 will provide 
Vancouver residents with a number of other 
activities that are no less entertaining. In keeping 
with the overall theme of diversity, the schedule 
includes events in areas around the city that 
celebrate a broad range of gay interests. 


New for 2006 is Queer-coustic in the Plaza, 


scheduled for July 30 at the renowned Plaza of 
Nations, in the heart of Vancouver’s waterfront. 
The event will be a musical celebration of pride 
with dozens of local musicians and entertainers, 
retail vendors, food and a beer garden. 


Boychuk promises it will be a “day of live 
entertainment, alternative vendors and poten- 
tially the largest beer garden Pride, and the 
community, has ever seen.” 


And the parties clearly won’t stop there. 
Rapture 7 will, no doubt, be one of the most 
well-attended Pride Week parties in the city. 
With four different events now on the roster, 
including Rapture Black and Rapture 
Recovery, the circuit party series has become 
a hugely successful Pride highlight. 


Once again, Canada’s largest floating T-Dance, 
Cruisey-T will be offering several Pride cruises 
on August 6 and 7. Each cruise lasts four 
hours and includes dinner for $50. For further 
information e-mail: info@cruiseyt.com or 
visit their website listed below. 


The | Ith Annual Pride and Joy Brunch will 
take place on August 5 at || Am at the Coast 
Plaza Hotel. This is a fundraiser for the 
Vancouver Burrard-NDP. Tickets are $100 each 
and you can get them by calling (604) 687 1723. 


To keep track of the full list of offerings and 
explore the schedule further, vancouver- 
pride.ca was recently launched by the VPS. The 
user-friendly site is full of event, location and 
schedule information for what will undoubtedly 
be a week full of entertainment. 


With enthusiasm, John Boychuk urges, “If you 
can, get here and experience it!” 


For more information on Vancouver festivities visit: 


rapturepridevancouver.com 


JUNE 11 - 17 


By Outlooks Staff 


This will be another busy year for the 
members and volunteers at Pride Calgary as 
they finalise the preparations for the Pride week 
2006 celebrations. 


This year Pride Calgary has moved the Pride 
Parade back into the downtown core. On 
Sunday, June I1 the 2006 parade will move 
along the Stephen Avenue Walk. According to 
Tawde Clarke, Pride Calgary Media/Outreach 
Coordinator, Pride Calgary’s Board of Directors 
have embraced the momentum of change and 
applied it to this year’s Pride Festival. 


After the parade, Olympic Plaza will be the 
new venue for this year’s Pride Festival. It will be 
a good opportunity to familiarise yourself with 
various GLBT organisations or businesses as you 
celebrate Pride. The 


Roctival will anciud coe Park on Saturday June 17. This is 
tee ee Djs. ee wi. perhaps the biggest GLBT dance of the 
Sara OK pause. the oS year in Calgary where you can expect 
ine heee d over a thousand of your closest friends 
caine ae: to gather for the best in house, disco yours G: Ga0Ur 
separate section of the and pop music with amazing sound, monday Menem 


Plaza. 


Calgary’s first ever 
queer youth leader- 
ship conference ACT 
OUT! will be held in 
conjunction with this 
year’s Pride festivities. 
It will take place at the 
University of Calgary 
June 9 to II and will 
provide a safe space in 


Happy Pride chee 


CHANGING 


which the Alberta GLBT youth adult community 
can come together to address challenges, strate- 
gize solutions, gain support in promoting social 
justice and motivate others to take action. 
Contact Stage-Left at actout@stage-left.org, 
or call (403)831 0455. 


For those under twenty-five, Homo Hop (the 
event formerly known as Prance) the Art and 
Performance Showcase plus Youth dance will 
take place on Saturday, June 10. The show case 
will run from 6 PM to 9 PM (open to the public) 
followed by the Youth Dance from 9 PM to 
midnight at Art Central (#200 - 137 8th Avenue 
SW). For further information e-mail: calgaryho- 
mohop@yahoo.ca 

Wrapping up the celebrations will be the 
grand finale Pride Dance and Cabaret Xist2006 
at the RoundUp Centre in Stampede 


lighting and visuals. 


Chorus will perform their concert Got 


Theatre in the Calgary Centre for 
Performing Arts. Admission is $25 and 
is a fundraiser for the Chorus, the Sharp 
Foundation and the Southern Alberta 
Clinic. 

If you would like to volunteer, or for 
additional information visit PrideCalgary.ca 
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INDOOR POOL/ 
WHIRLPOOL 
DRYCLEANING 


SERVICES 


PH: 403-253-7070 


Also on June 17, the Calgary Men’s - 


254 GUEST ROOMS 
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Rhythm at 8:00 PM at the Martha Cohen § 


Travelodge 
Hotel 


9206 MACLEOD TRAIL SOUTH 
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2J OPS 


FITNESS CENTRE 
COMPLIMENTARY 
LOCAL CALLS 
e ONSITE LOUNGE/ 
RESTAURANT 


**FACILITIES FOR A VARIETY OF SMALL FUNCTIONS 
INCLUDING WEDDINGS FOR UP TO 30 PEOPLE 


FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT HOTEL DIRECTLY 


FAX: 403-255-6740 


TOLL FREE: 1-877-530-9206 
EMAIL: whg7103r@whg.com 
www.thebearcares.com 


For Youth Aged 17 to 29, June 9-11, 2006 
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By Darrin Hagen 


Edmonton’s Pride travels straight to the heart 
of Edmonton again this year. When the rainbow 
flag is raised after the Pride Awards at City Hall 
on June 16, it will represent more than just an 
increased visibility of Edmonton’s Pride events, 
but the second year of official sanctioning 
from city hall, in the form of Mayor Mandel’s 
declaration of Pride Week. That evening be sure 
to attend the Green with Envy official Pride 
Edmonton Kick-off Party 9PM at New City. 


The Saturday parade now heads straight down 
Jasper and ends in Churchill Square, directly in 
front of City Hall. Troy Funk, publicist extraordi- 
naire, is the producer of the post-parade stage in 
the square, putting his skills and connections to 
work for a kick-ass showcase featuring the 
stellar talents of Calgary's Amy Bishop, 
Edmonton’s pop-sensation in the making Lance 
Vipond, and some drag insanity from the lunatic 
comic geniuses Bianca and Vanity Fair (if they do 
their Duelling Banjos routine, get ready to die 
laughing). 

Later that evening, Edmonton Vocal Minority 
will be performing at the Hellenic Hall, followed 
by a Womonspace dance. 


StephanGrondin 


(www.stephangrondin.com MTL CAN) 
Stereo » Montreal / Fly » Toronto Resident 


19081 Jasper five. Polodium Suns 
et 429-2LUB for more nfo 


Croiseline 
780.413.7122 


Tickets: $15 in Advance 
Available @ B&D Emporium, Priape 
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Monday is an important day as the Pride 
Community, the Police Commission and the 
Police Service hold an open reception for the 
GLBT community hosted by Chief Mike Boyd 
(who specifically requested to be the host). The 
reception will be held in the City Room at City 
Hall, an event that demonstrates a strengthening 
of the community’s ties to the system that makes 
Edmonton tick. 


Friday, June 23, is the third installment of the 
aptly titled Acts of Pride Cabaret. Funk, again acting 
as producer of the annual cabaret and his alter- 
ego, the irrepressible larger-than-life Drag Diva 
DDCupp, is hostess. 


“In the beginning, there was the parade, the 
dance and not much in between. ! wanted to see 
the pride events appealing to a broader 
demographic, as well as present an event for 
those of us who didn’t feel like celebrating Pride 
in a bar.| wanted to create an event that | would 
want to go to.” 


Inspired by the variety-show format of Loud & 
Queer (where DDCupp has been the official 
show-closer since her inception), Funk 
assembled a one-night cabaret that has become 
the favourite event of the week for many Pride 
attendees. 


Featuring: 


@) “Alvaro 


(Edmonton) (Calgary) 
Doors @ 9pm 


—RIDAM 
JUNE 16, 2-006 


JUNE 16 - 25 


“It’s like a queer open stage, but | say whether 
you can do it or not,’ he laughs. In two previous 
incarnations, Acts of Pride has featured 
musicians, drag queens, local writers/perfomers. 
Last year, activist lawyer Julie Lloyd strapped on 
a guitar and “she blew my mind! Who knew she 
was a folk chick? Talent is everywhere.” Expect 
the unexpected, Funk warns. “| may pull an 
Oprah and give each member of the audience 
some of my favourite things!” One wonders if 
that means Bernard Callebaut truffles or 
backrubs from a hunky sailor. Time will tell. 


The closing weekend sees the traditional Pride 
Dance (held at the Citadel Theatre) and the final 
Sunday Pride Picnic (billed as The Big Fresh) at 
noon. 


I’m probably too old to be fresh at noon, 
especially Big Fresh. But you may see me sharing 
chocolate truffles with DDCupp while hunky 
sailors rub our backs. Now that’s my kind of 
picnic. 

For a complete Pride schedule, 
prideedmonton.org 


go to 
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By Rick Pollard 


two-spirited people,’ says 


celebration of those achievements.” 


Never Turning Back. 


achieves both.“ 


Saskatchewan in the 1970s. 


By Megan Mormon 


After six years of sharing “the World’s Longest 
Pride Parade” with Regina, Saskatoon will host 
its own parade for the first time on June 17. 
The Saskatoon Pride Parade and Community 
Fair represent the apex of a week of community 
cultural and arts events happening in the city 
during its fourteenth annual Pride Festival, June 
10 to 17. 


Organized by the Saskatoon Diversity 
Network (SDN), Pride brings together community 
-based health, social, cultural and arts groups and 
businesses to organize the twenty-three events 
in this year’s festival. The theme, Queer We Go 
Again!, references both the community’s second 
parade and second centennial celebration in as 
many years. Last year, Pride marked Saskatchewan's 
100th anniversary with the Centennial Cabaret 
and the City of Saskatoon celebrates its own 
centennial in 2006. 
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“The last few years have seen extraordinary legal 
advances for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered and 
Regina 
Committee chair Mirtha Rivera. “Pride 2006 is a 


“But the promise of equality has not been 
kept for many queer people in Saskatchewan. 
Life is better for some, but it’s not better for 
everyone. Too many queer teens are still bullied 
in school, at work, at home and on-line. Too many 
queer people, particularly in rural communities, 
have little or no support. If we want to protect 
the gains we have made, we have to keep moving 
forward.” The theme of Regina Pride 2006 is 


This year, the Pride Committee also made a 
conscious decision to schedule fewer, more 
focused, events. “It’s important, of course, to have 
something for everyone,” says Rivera. “But we 
felt that, with so many events, people weren’t 
really coming together enough as a community. 
Our hope is that we have found a balance that 


Regina Pride Week 2006 begins on Saturday, 
June 17, with Saskatoon’s Pride Parade, a nod to 
the tradition of solidarity between the two 
cities’ GLBT2 communities that dates back to 
the formation of gay and lesbian organizations in 


NEVER TURNING BACK 


raised at City Hall ina noon-hour ceremony. The 
rainbow standard will continue to fly all week, 
the second year in a row that it has done so. 
Regina’s famous Prairie Pride Chorus, whose 
next CD will be released on June 3, will perform 
at an event in the evening. 


An educational forum on bullying and its 
effects on queer youth will be held on Tuesday, 
June 20 at the Saskatchewan Film Pool followed 
by the annual Coming Out Party. Every year, 
Regina’s GLBT2 community gathers to share 
coming out stories. The stories are sometimes 
amusing, often moving, and always inspirational, 
and participants get a diploma for graduating 
from the closet. Many Regina queers consider 
the Coming Out Party to be the highlight of Pride. 


On Wednesday, June 21, Rick, Blair and David, 
the boy band from Out On the Air, Regina’s queer 
community radio show, will be hosting The Other 
Rainbow Cinemas! at the Film Pool. The boys 
promise that, in keeping with the theme Never 
Turning Back, the films won’t be a selection of 
coming out stories. As Rick points out, “Coming 
out doesn’t automatically solve all your 
problems, and it’s not the end of a queer 
person’s journey. This year’s movies are about 
some of the other stops on that journey.’ 


On Thursday, June 22, the lesbians take centre 
stage at the annual Women’s Coffee House. Past 
shows have showcased music, poetic stylings and 
fun girlygirl party tricks. Then Regina’s drag 


queens _ will 
strut their 
stuff at the 
annual Prince 
and Princess 
Show, starting 
on Friday, 
June 23 and 
continuing through the 
weekend. 


On Saturday, June 24, 
Regina’s Pride Parade 
will start at 11:00AM at 
the GLCR, and continue 
through downtown Regina 
before heading to the legislature. This will be 
followed by a fundraising barbecue for the Zero 
Visibility Dragon Boat team competing in this 
summer’s OutGames in Montreal. There will be 
other events throughout the day at 2070 Broad 
Street, culminating in the Rainbow Dance that 
evening. 


Regina Pride concludes Sunday, June 25, with 
the Family Picnic on Willow Island in Wascana 
Park. A vigil to reflect on how far we have come 
and where we are going will be held that evening 
at the GLCR, along with the annual Pride 
Awards. 


For more details, including specific times and locations, 
e-mail tbilash@hotmail.com, or call (306)569 1995. 


Photos by Cindy Baker 


On Monday, June 19, the Pride flag will be 


QUEER WE GO AGAIN! 


Saskatoon Pride kicks off on the evening of 


| Saturday, June 10, with an opening reception 


and party at Red Shift Gallery. Curator Cindy 


y Baker has worked with the new aboriginal artist- 
run centre to put together a show of queer 


prairie artists for the inaugural show in their 
new gallery space. 


Sunday’s Family Day in the Park is one of 
Saskatoon Pride’s most popular and long-running 
events. Originally started as a picnic for GLBT 
parents and children, Family Day has evolved into 
day-long event, which gives away hundreds of 


: free burgers and bags of chips each year. 


Organizer and SDN board member Chris 
Watson loves the event because it has remained 
low-key. “People can come and sit in the sun 
while their kids play games. It makes people 
really happy,’ she says. On Sunday evening is 
another free family-friendly event—the Bridge 
City Chorus, Saskatoon’s gay and lesbian choir, 
gives its last concert of the 2005-06 season. 


A variety of activities and cultural events 
happen during the week at venues throughout 
the city. Coffeehouse Gay Latté is back on 
Monday evening at McNally Robinson 
booksellers. Scheduled readers include Annette 
Lapointe, reading from her recently published 
first novel Stolen. On Wednesday night Respect 
for Sexual Diversity Youth, a youth-run theatre 
group, will hold a drama games workshop 
outdoors at the bandshell in Kiwanis Park. At 
10:00 PM that night, the screen goes up for a sing 
and dance-along version of camp-classic film 
Grease. On Friday, If You Go Out in the Woods Today, 
a screening of new queer video and film shorts, 


plays at the Roxy Theatre—admission is free. 
Other events include a rainbow flag-raising and 
proclamation ceremony at City Hall, paintball 
and pool tournaments, Queer-O-Rama bowling, 
panel discussion, film screenings and several drag 
shows. 


Saturday's Pride Parade launches from Kiwanis 
Park at noon, winding through downtown 
Saskatoon to a new festival site in Kiwanis Park 
north of the Bessborough. Organizers expect to 
draw around 400 people to march/ride in the 
parade itself and many more as spectators. The 
Community Fair follows, with an afternoon of 
speakers and local entertainment, craft vendors, 
food, and beverage gardens. 


The biggest queer party of the year, the Pride 
Dance, begins at 8:00 PM at the 20 Above event 
space above AKA Gallery Tickets are $12 and 
will be available starting May 29. 


For more information on Saskatoon Pride Festival events 
visit saskatoonpride.ca, call (306) 47PRIDE, or email 
info@saskatoonpride.ca 


Photos Courtesy of the Saskatoon Diversity Network 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Winnipeg’s colourful Pride Festival is always a 
fun celebration, but this year’s edition will be 
bigger, better and bolder because it’s also the 
event’s twentieth birthday. Pride runs June | to 
11 and begins with a raising of the rainbow flag 
at City Hall at noon on June I. 


This year’s theme is There’s No Place Like Home 
and it’s a chance to take pride not just in our 
identity, but also in our progressive city—the 
first major Canadian city to elect an openly gay 
mayor back in 1998. 


The Pride celebrations began in Winnipeg on 
August 2, 1987, when 250 people took part in a 
one-day event. Some marched with brown paper 
bags covering their heads—afraid to be recog- 
nized by employers, friends or family. 


What a difference a couple of decades makes! 
Nowadays the city has three GLBT bars, two 
bath houses, many GLBT businesses, several 
GLBT professional associations and, of course, 
full legal protections against discrimination in 
the workplace and outside of it. 


We and other GLBT Canadians also have gay 


marriage—something few could have predicted 
in the closeted days when Pride began. 


A survey done for Winnipeg Pride last year 
found the following: 
* 50 per cent of attendees are 25 - 44 
© 20 per cent of attendees identified as straight 


90 per cent rated Winnipeg Pride as a 
positive overall experience 


© 74 per cent have attended Winnipeg Pride in 


the past 

96 per cent said they would return next year 
* There were Bp. to 4,200 visits to the pride 

committee web site per month 


Winnipeg Pride is the largest such event on 
the Prairies and attracts thousands. 


Events in June include the usual favourites: a 
gathering at the Legislature on June Il, followed 
by a noisy parade through downtown with lots 
of floats. 


That’s followed by the Festival and Business 
Fair in the grounds of Memorial Park. It includes 
a live stage and this year local bars have been 
pressed into finding candidates for a Gay Idol 
segment. The finalist will be chosen during the 
concert. 


The business fair offers a chance for GLBT 
and gay-friendly businesses to showcase their 
services and wares. Local service organizations, 
such as the Rainbow Resource Centre, are also 
featured. 


The Phaze Dance Party, with up to 1,400 
attendees, will be held at the Winnipeg 
Convention Centre Saturday, June 10. 


THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME JUNE I - | 


Organizers say the theme is Fairy Phaze and the 
Convention Centre will be turned into a magical 
cavern of mythical creatures, complete with 
some enchanting music. 


The Pride Cabaret will be held at Pyramid 
Cabaret June Il. It offers live music and 
entertainment and the theme is: Inside The 
Emerald City—something right out of the magical 
Land of Oz. 


Prime Timers will be holding their annual wine 
and cheese Meet and Greet Pride event at Gio’s 
June 8 and the folksy, non-alcoholic, non-smoking 
Pride Coffee House will be held June 9. It 
features music, poetry and comedy acts and is 
for an artsy crowd. 


On June 10, is Cocktails In The Trees—a more 
formal loft party. It offers cocktails and entertain- 
ment. This year’s theme is Mediterranean Nights. 
For a $30 ticket, you can sample the tasty 
delights of Spain, Italy, Greece, the Middle East 
and North Africa. 


The Rainbow Resource Centre hosts this 
slightly posh event for mixing and mingling. It’s a 
favorite with many Pride goers. 


The 2006 Pride will also have a new event 
sponsored by the city’s Jewish GLBT group. 
They’re sponsoring an Anachnu Brunch at Gio’s 
on June 4.The Brunch is a lovely vegetarian meal 
accompanied by some Yiddish music. 


This year’s birthday Pride bash promises to be 
bigger and better than ever and organizers are 
expecting many out-of-town visitors. 


You can check out all the events at 
Gaypridewinnipeg.com Photo by Brent Y. 
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HIV EDUCATION & AWARENESS. TODAY 


Be proud of playing safe! . / aidscalgary.org H EA 
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FEARLESS 


By Jesse Trautmann 


Toronto’s Pride is one of the biggest and 
most fabulous celebrations in the world. This 
year’s Pride Week festivities take place Monday 
June 19 to Sunday June 25. The Sunday Pride 
Parade enchants millions of spectators. This is 
preceded by the Dyke March on June 24. 
Family Pride festivities take place on both the 
Saturday and the Sunday, as does the Community 
Fair and Marketplace. Seven entertainment 
stages come alive over the course of the three 
day weekend from June 23 to Sunday June 
25. 


There are a series of Pride Week kick-off 
events which include the official Launch Party, 
the Flag Raising Ceremony at City Hall and the 
Pride Awards and Gala Dinner. 


Of course, Toronto offers the hottest parties 
and for 2006, the theme is Fearless. 


This year, Prism Toronto has planned five 
extravagant events showing that we are 
definitely not afraid to party. Prism has your 
party schedule covered for the duration of 
Pride, right from the initial Ignition party to the 
recovery party, Revival. 


Pride celebrations kick off with Ignition on 
June 22 at 5ive, one of Toronto’s most 
happening nightclubs, with hot DJ’s and a 
trendy, youthful crowd. Tickets are $15. 


Get decked out in leather on Friday, June 
23 for Boot Camp. Dress in military or motor- 
cycle glam wear and stand at ease to the beats 
of Dj Ralphi Roario (Chicago) and Dj Abel 


(Miami) at Kool Haus 
10:00 PM to 7:00 AM, 
which is large enough 
to hold the entire 
squadron. There will 
be appearances by 
some of the world’s 
hottest porn. stars. 
Tickets are $50 in 
advance, premium at 
the door. 


ends 


G-strings, speedos, 

and swim shorts, oh 

my! Aqua, Saturday June 24 from 2:00 PM to 
8:00 PM is the outdoor water party on the 
enormous patio at The Docks. Leave your 
t-shirts at home, grab your water guns and 
sunscreen and enjoy an afternoon under the 
sun with DJ Cesar Murillo (Toronto) and DJs 


Stefane Lippe and Gilles Jr. of 
Montreal. Tickets are $25. 
The main event of all the Pride 


Parties will be City of Babylon, an inter- 
pretation of the underground city- 
themed club, featured in Queer as Folk, 
as it might look as an exciting, 
decadent, urban metropolis. D]’s Tony 
Moran and Manny Lehman will be 
spinning and tantalizing the crowd all 
night long from 10:00 PM to 7:00 AM at 
Kool Haus. There will be perform- 
ances by the Blue Man Group and the 
RKM Future Boys. Breath-taking 
décor, dazzling costumes, and flawless 


CRATING \9 


performances full of dramatic flair are sure to 
amaze you. RKM has created the glitz and 
glamour for many events including P. Diddy and 
Bette Middler’s bashes, so you don’t want to 
miss this! 


The post-parade recovery party Revival has 
the infamous Sofonda Cox performing a grand 
show that every year blows the roof off. Spend 
the night at The Guvernment from 10:00 PM to 
8:00 AM dancing to superstar DJ Peter 
Rauhofer and Toronto’s very own DJ Shawn 
Riker. Tickets $60 in advance, premium at the 
door. 


one 


\ os > 


www.CRUISEYT.com 


(604) 551-BOAT 


aan tanita 


"PROUDLY GIVING OVER HALF A MILLION BACK INTO THE COMMUNITY!!! 


@) & 


For more information please visit 
the following websites for up-to-date 
information on all the 2006 Toronto F 
Pride Week events: 


Pride Toronto.com 
Prismtoronto.com 


$5 per ticket supports 
OFK’s competing 
in Montreal's “Out Games”! 


PARTIAL 
PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
A LOVING SPOONFUL 


ess 


Vancity 


Good things brewing 
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By Ben Benedict 


Originally 


community volunteers. 


in celebrating its diversity. 


i. 
O 
&) 
Zs 
O 
3 


Ontario’s Trillium Foundation. 


beloved by Londoners. 


Mr. Steele adds. “The festival 
downtown and attendance 
increase.” 


By Dale Smith 


Our nation’s capital is celebrating twenty 
years of Pride, and to that end Pride Ottawa- 
Gatineau is dubbing this years’ celebrations as 
Platinum—a theme easily noted in their 
graphics featuring a gleaming retro-style rocket 
ship streaming rainbow colours behind it. 


“It’s going to run from August 18 to 27,” 
says Planning and Events coordinator John 
Gazo. “Sunday, August 27 will be the big day, 
with the festival and the parade.” 


Kicking off the festival will be the annual 
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Pride in London is now celebrating its twenty- 
fourth anniversary with a lot of changes over the 
last four years. Originally produced to create a 
safe place of solidarity, Pride in London has 
grown to highlight London’s diversity and the gay 
community as a part of that rich tapestry. 


started by the now-defunct 
Homophile Association of London Ontario 
(HALO), the creation of Pride London Festival 
as a separate nonprofit corporation began when 
HALO experienced financial difficulties. Mike 
Tyrrell, Dan Steele and Ben Benedict stepped in 
to help continue the hard work done by so many 


Now in its third year, Pride London Festival 
has seen remarkable growth now with thirty 
members, to become one of the top three Pride 
events in Ontario, along with Toronto and 
Ottawa. The event is integral not only to London 
and area’s gay citizens but to the entire community 


The Pride London Festival has also seen Dan 
Steele move from chair of the board to artistic 
director, with a $5000 stipend [of which Mr. 
Steele has donated $1000 to the organization] 
provided through the generous support of 


ensure the long term viability of the organization 


“We've also added a volunteer coordinator,” 


continues 


This year’s theme is Don’t Hide Your Pride and 
runs from July 3 to 15.The festival opens with 
a comedy night at The Music Hall at 176 Dundas 
Street, the very heart of London’s downtown 
with street festivities beginning Friday night. Last 
year was Pride’s first time downtown and while 
there were a few complaints about being in a fish 
bowl, most attendees were pleased that the 
community could celebrate with such visibility. 


The week continues with Literary Night on 
July 4 at The Arts Project (203 Dundas Street). 
A film night will be held July 5 at Rainbow 
Cinemas (355 Wellington Street) just around the 
corner. Both venues have been supportive of 
Pride activities for a number of years. On July 6, 
the Pride Art Exhibit opens at The Arts Project, 
officially opening Pride weekend. 


Pride events begin in earnest Friday, July 7, at 
3:00 PM outside with DJ) Brash and later head 
inside with DJ Cass for a retro event. 


On Saturday, July 8, there will be vendors and 
events all day beginning around noon with details 
to be announced. Then at 7:00 PM the 
GutterBoyz Drag King Show takes the stage 
followed by local talent Kevin Murphy and his 
band. Then at 8:00 PM. Stutter, who have 
performed with such acts as Depeche Mode, Bif 
Naked and Econoline Crush, takes the stage. The 
outdoor activities wind down [or up depending 
on your point of view] with the Mr. and Miss 
Pride London Festival Revue at 9:00 PM. 


The Fresh Fashion Show begins at 9:00 PM 
inside The Music Hall featuring some of London’s 
finest up and coming fashion designers and 


JULY 3 - 15 DON’T HIDE YOUR PRIDE 


models who are guaranteed to excite. The 
evening moves into a heated frenzy with Platinum 
Pride Ball with DJ Brash spinnin’ the grooves. 


On Sunday, July 9, a Pride Breakfast will be 
available at The Music Hall beginning at 9:00 AM 
for those recovering or still partying from the 
night before, followed by the Pride Community 
Church service at 10:00 AM outside. The Pride 
Parade begins forming at 12:30 PM and hits the 
streets and hour later, returning to the outdoor 
stage by 3:00 PM in time to enjoy the solid party 
band lead by R. Kelly Clipperton, Kelly and The 
Kelly Girls. At 4:00 PM Italian-Canadian singer- 
songwriter and guitarist Marco D’Amico takes 
the stage followed by Montreal’s twenty-three 
year-old eclectic violinist Eugene Draw, a.k.a. Dr. 
Draw. The day closes out with the Pride Tea 
Party in The Music Hall. 


While not all the details have been set, the 
event is looking even bigger and better than ever 
before due in large part from support from 
Londoners of all stripes, colours and orienta- 
tions. The mandate of Pride London Festival has 
allowed other community groups, both gay and 
otherwise to come forward without fear and to 
be proud of who they are in London. London’s 
gay community, while not perfect and rarely a 
‘community’ even at Pride, has a renewed sense 
of belonging and identity which has developed 
over the past several years through the diligence 
of a few dedicated and caring individuals. 

For more information, pricing and any changes visit 
pridelondon.ca 


PLATINUM 


flag-raising events at both Ottawa and 
Gatineau city halls on Friday, August 18.“On 
Sunday, August 20, in commemoration of the 
twentieth anniversary, we'll have a Flashback 
Picnic, reminiscent of the first Pride Festival in 
Ottawa, which was a picnic in the park,’ Gazo 
says. 


During the week, there will be a number of 
events, not necessarily organised by the Pride 
board, but through second or third parties that 
Pride’s board will be attending when they can. 
Included will be this year’s Ottawa Leather 
Fest, running August 25 to 27. 


Then comes the festival weekend. “We'll be 
having it at City Hall again this year,’ Gazo says. 
“We're looking to have the T-Dance again on 
Saturday in the afternoon. The Rainbow Ball 
will be on Saturday night, but we're still looking 
for a venue for that event.” Last year, the ball 
was cancelled when its designated venue, the 
Drill Hall adjacent to City Hall, was no longer 
available due to military manoeuvres scheduled 
at the last minute. 


“Sunday will be the Parade,” Gazo continues. 
“We're really hoping this year will be bigger 
than last year, which was our biggest ever.” The 
route will be the same as last year, along 
Wellington, starting at the Park of the 
Provinces, and running past the Supreme 
Court and Parliament Hill before turning down 
Elgin to end up at City Hall. 


Festival Plaza, in front of City Hall, will be laid 


AUGUST 18 - 27 


out differently this year than it was last year. 
The Info Fair won't be at the back of City Hall 
this year but will be adjacent to the beer 
gardens, not far from the main stage. There will 
also be several vendor areas. 


“At the back will be the children’s area,” says 
Advocacy and Development coordinator 
Marion Steele. “It will also have a quieter D} 
kind of system, a smaller beer tent and a sports 
area.” 


“There will also be a youth area at the back,” 
Gazo adds. “We're also tossing around some 
ideas some for inside Jean Pigot [Hall, inside 
the City Hall building]. It will be more of a café 
setup, so it'll be a little bit quieter and air 
conditioned, so if people can sit down and have 
something to drink and eat.” 


“We'd also like to do something along the 
lines of a Twenty Years of Pride,’ Steele says. 
“Right from day one and up through the ages. 
We can’t do it as an art show, because the city 
doesn’t allow that, but if we do it as a sort of 
historical retrospective, then that would be 
nice too.” 


It is still early in terms of planning, few 
details have been finalized. As they become 
available and the festival takes shape, every- 
thing will be posted on the website at 
prideottawa.com 
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JULY 30 - AUGUST 6 DIVERS/CITE 


By Michael Sinnott & Daniel Wylie 


Montréal’s fourteenth annual gay pride week, 
called Divers/Cité, will be held from Sunday July 
30 to August 6. This year’s festival runs 
concurrently with the Ist World OutGames. 
The activities planned promise something to 
please everyone’s pleasure palate. An expected 
250,000 visitors will be in and around Montréal 
for the complete gambit of queer culture, sport 
and fun. This promises to make Montréal the 
place to be this summer. 


Pride activities start with the 
parade, La Nuit de Montréal, which 
for the second year will be held as 
the sun sets on the evening of 
Sunday, July 30. The parade runs 
from the foot of the Jacques Cartier 
bridge at the east end of the village 
going westward on René-Lévesque 
Boulevard, towards Berri Street. 
The parade’s participants will gather 
at Emilie-Gamelin Park. 


During the entire week from July 
31 to August 6, you can visit the 
Expo Photo, which is an outdoor 
exhibition of photography for and by 
the GLBT community. In addition 
to the Expo Photo there are daily 
activities that one can enjoy. On 
Monday July 31, there will be Cinéma in the park 
which will present a recent GLBT film on a giant 
outdoor screen. On Tuesday August I, 
Boulevard des réves will feature some of 
Montréal’s finest in Blues, Jazz, R&B and Soul 
music. Wednesday is Flexx promoting this city’s 
dance scene. The theme is The Body: bold, whole 
and breathtakingly beautiful. On Thursday 


THOUSE 


Centre, BPadmeonten. 


Leadership 


An LGBTQ and allied youth lea 
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Retreat 
§eosteving. yeuth. wesiliency. energy. fan. leadership. yreah! 


August 3 there will be Cachondo, Ia noche Latina, 
with local and international bands, dancers, 
singers, musicians and drag queens from 
Montréal’s Latin community. Friday August 4 
New Society will present a multimedia event 
featuring electronic music artists and new 
technology. 


On the weekend of August 5 and 6 
things start to heat up. During the day, from 
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM in the village is Le Grand 
Rendez-vous Community 
Fair. Held annually, this 
fair showcases the 
diversity of Montréal’s 
GLBT community. Over 
eighty different organiza- 
tions are expected to 
participate and range 
from sports teams to 
social clubs, from human 
rights organizations to 
health educators. 


On this final weekend 
in the evenings are the 
parties! On Saturday 
afternoon/evening _is 
PMdelux-Sunset _ Party. 
This party is a series of 
electronic concerts 
topped off with an outdoor T-dance featuring 
House music. At a different venue that evening 
is the world famous Mascara, la nuit des drags 
which features some of Montréal’s best drag 
performers strutting their stuff, lip synching, 
singing, dancing and, of course, trashing 
everyone. Then to top the night off there is 
Sexgarage | which is the first evening of a two- 
part concert featuring Alternative, Rock and 

Sy Underground bands. On Sunda 
Excom Bane is Le Grand Bal Disco, 


an outdoor disco 
featuring a wide 
variety of musicians, 
singers and dancers. § 
At another venue is La § 
Grande Danse, a party 
for those that enjoy 
House and _ Techno 
music. At a_ third 
location is Sexgarage 2 
the second night of the 
party featuring alterna- * 
tive rock and under- 
ground music. 


These events are part of the official pride 
festival. In addition to these are literally dozens 
of activities taking place throughout the village. 
Bad Boys Club of Montréal will host Twist Week 
during Pride and will also organize the three 
official parties of the OutGames. The 
OutGames, with some 16,000 participants, will 
feature thirty-five sports and six cultural 
disciplines. Add to this mix the promotional 
events of every single gay bar, restaurant or 
business to compete with the main events and 
you will have to plan your week very carefully. 
Montréal will show to the world that it truly is a 
diverse city! 


Photos by Aydin Matlabi of Divers/Cité 


For more up-to-date information check out these websites 


www.diverscite.org/ 
www.bbcm.org/ 


_www.montreal2006.org/home.html 


tourisme-montreal.org/B2C/00/default_gay.asp 
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By Ralph Higgins 
The only difficulty one might have at Halifax 


Pride this year is figuring out how to fit it all 
into one week. Co-chairs Patrick Daigle and 


COMMUNITY JULY 16 - 23 


together and rising above obstacles.” 


All the favourite events are back: Dykes vs. 
Divas—where the drag queens take on 
the Real Womyn on a baseball diamond, This 
Ain’t Your Typical Rose Garden tour, Reel Out 
Film Festival, Queer Comedy Night and 
Reading Out Loud. A highlight for many is the 
proclamation of Pride Week by mayor Peter 
Kelly and the raising of the rainbow flag—a 
simple action, but full of significance for those 
of us who remember when it wasn’t always so. 


New features have been added to the roster 
of revelry as well. Step Into The Light: A 
Performing Arts Gala with playwrights, actors, 
dancers and musicians who will stage a revue 
showcasing the best of local queer talent. 
Faeries on the Ferry will take Pride across the 
water to Dartmouth, Halifax’s twin city, for a 
family picnic on the last Sunday. 


Hugo Dann have already burned up more 
calories than Richard Simmons as they dash 
about fundraising, talking with media, organ- 
izing events and coordinating the hundreds of 
volunteers needed to get everything ready for 
the biggest Pride celebration east of Montréal. 
When Maritimers get down to having a good 
time we generate more rainbows than even 
Judy could sing about. This is one party no one 
wants to miss. 


This year’s theme is Community, and the 
Pride logo shows a rainbow bridge connecting 
Halifax/Dartmouth with the larger queer ~ 
community. As logo designer Christin Roper — 
put it, it’s about “unity, bringing communities — 
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By Trish Daley 


Prince Edward Island may be the smallest province, but we don’t 
let that stop us from having a big party here on the coast. 


PEI Pride 2006 promises to be our biggest and best pride to date. 
We have created a week of events designed to highlight many of the 
wonderful assets PEI has to offer. Ranging from quiet country areas 
to the bright lights of the city, events spread across the Island with 


ease. The week will be kicking off Saturday, July 8, with a day of golf | | 


at VistaBay Golf course in beautiful Alexandra. Golf will be followed 


up by a delicious dinner and lively karaoke. We will also be |) | 
announcing our 2006 PEI Pride ambassador. VistaBay offers both }) 


chalets and tenting spaces at a great rate. 


On Sunday, enjoy a spiritual church service. Later, relax at Evening 
Primrose where Pride will be co-hosting a potluck supper. Monday 
brings us the raising of the Pride flag in both Charlottetown and 
Summerside. That evening put your brain cells to work at Pride 


Trivia with a collection of questions sure to get you thinking. Pair | 
this with a glass or two of the local brew for an evening to |) ~ 


remember. 


While Tuesday’s events are yet to be scheduled, Wednesday puts 
us tanned in the sand at the University of Prince Edward Island for 
a rousing game of beach volleyball. Thursday brings our big show, 


Pride Idol with a twist, showcasing local and not-so-local talent.This }/ 


event combines with our silent auction fundraiser. 


Friday night is the Pitch for Pride softball game, sure to be a big 
hit! The game will be followed up by a post-game party in Emerald 
with a bonfire and tenting space for those interested. 


Saturday wraps up the week in a big way! The Pride Parade gets 
underway early afternoon and winds a short but pleasant trail 
through downtown Charlottetown, ending at Confederation 
Landing for the Festival in the Park. Enjoy refreshments, browse the 
vendors and maybe win a prize. We finish Saturday with the official 
Pride dance at the Delta Prince Edward. Strap on your cutlass and 
follow your map to a treasure of a time while we celebrate East 
Coast Pirates. For more information on the PEI Pride Festival including 


updates on events, links to lodging and dining, check out ‘a 


peipride.com or email pridepei@isn.net 


And of course, the big event, the Pride 


Sen 


Parade, the gaudy Fabergé egg in the rainbow 
crown of Pride. It’s garish, it’s loud, it’s slightly 
vulgar and it’s enormous fun. Thousands will 
line the streets to cheer on sport teams, Pflag, 
student groups and families along with the 
leather crowd, drag queens and all the 
brothers and sisters taking our place in the 
sun. The number of participants and onlookers 
grows every year. The Pride Parade is like a 
giant smile stretching across the city. 


There is a slightly altered parade route this 
year—necessary because of increased costs 
from the city and a deficit left over from last 
year. The new route finishes on the Halifax 
Commons where there will be a free open-air 
concert and booths and vendors galore. It’s the 
ideal venue for appreciating all the guys and 
grrris strutting their stuff. Think of it as bird 
watching—with both domestic and some more 
exotic species adding their unique colours to 
the day. This Fair and Fete is also the perfect 
place to meet friends and make further plans 
for the evening. Halifax has lots of bars and 
parties to choose from and Maritimers are 
renowned for our friendliness. There may even 
be a ceilidh! 


Check halifaxpride.com for all the up to 
date information. Halifax Pride, July 16 - 23. 
You don’t want to miss it! 


COURTNEY SEBREE 
AARBO 


Barristers & Solicitors 
1138 Kensington Road NW, 


Calgary, Alberta 
571-5120 


OUTLEQKS 


Pride Guide 2006 


15 


YOU'LL FIND IT 


|CONNECT+CHAT+MEET § 


Vancouver 604.257.5555 
Victoria 250.220.1000 
Calgary 403.355.2222 

Saskatoon 306.374.8181 
Toronto 416.915.4545 

Edmonton 780.409.3333 

Winnipeg 204.480.3000 
Regina 306.347.0000 


Find Your Local Number 
1.800.777.8000 


BON “REE 
off 

for new TRIAL 
\ members | hie 


CODE 1501 


. > @ 1.900.451.3800 $1.99/min 18+ InteractiveMale.com 


YOU’LL FIND IT HERE 


$19.00 FOR GO MINUTES 


Vancouver 


604.639.3511 


Victoria 
250.414.6962 


Toronto Sst. Catherines 


403.234.6538 416.915.1858 905.704.3646 


Hamilton Kitchener 


780.490.2273 905.296.0566 519.342.1808 


Whatever moves you 


We made it movable 
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The new BeoSound 3 


THE LONGEST-RUNNING SHOW IN BROADWAY HISTORY 


IS COMING TO TOWN! 


JULY 5-30, 2006 AUG 30 - SEP 24, 2006 
SOUTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 


ON SALE NOW - CALL or VISIT ticketmasterca 
2 FROITOF TE Line 


Your Ticket In, 
A block of great seats are reserved for 
American Express ® Cardmembers. 


tt i trae hem tL is 


Group Discounts (20 or more) : 
Call 1 (800) 889-8457 


ssCanada.cd  BRoADway’ Ky ACROSS CANADA 
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thephantomoftheopera.com 
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WESTEN CANADIAN PRIDE CAMPOUT 
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME(S) 
DAY TIME PHONE # 
CITy PROV. POSTAL CODE 
NUMBER IN YOUR PARTY /EMAIL: 
PAYMENT OPTIONS : LBAVE ENCLOSED A CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR 8 
OR PLEASE BILL MY “VISA®: ACCOUNT # EXPIRY DATE 


ADDRESS 


/ 
hance eet 


SIGNATURE, 


PLEASE MAIL TO: 
WCcPC , 248 CEDARWOOD RD. , S.W. CALGARY, AB ., T2W 3G7Z 


Out LeQKns June 2006 21 


| 


OUT? is now carried as all digital channels are with cable 
and satellite providers across Canada, in packages or as a 
standalone service, tor a fraction of the original cost. 


Contact your local cable or satellite 
provider to subscribe today! 


ISION Contact your local cable or satellite 


provider to subscribe today! 
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403.234.8973 


GLCSA 


Gay & Lesbian Community Service Association 


Happy Pride Month 
Calgary!!! 


Come and celebrate Pride and our new 


Everyone is invited to the GLCSA 
Open House 
June 17th 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

#4, 1230A - 17th Ave SW 
Other events to watch out for: 
Homo Hop 
Pride Dance for Youth 25 and under 
June 10th 9 p.m. - 12 a.m. 

Art Central 100 - 7th Ave SW 
Cost is $2 for youth 


Education Resources Support Networking 


#4 - 1230A 17th Avenue SW Calgary, AB T2T 0B8 


www.glicsa.org 
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WORRIED ABGUT 
OSING MGRE Hain? 


There are many reac- 
tions to hair loss, make 
_ sure yours is a proactive 


PAL offers New innovative 
hair transplant, hair restora- 
tion and hair loss prevention 
procedures that will get back 
“what you've been missing. 


* GET IT 
Batk 


PAI MEDICALGROUP: 


www, pathair.com 


In Calgary Call 


& Request a-Free Private Consultation 


403.228.3945 

1.800.830.7911 

503 - 17th Avenue S.W. Calgary 
Hair Restoration to Change Your Look and Your Life! 
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HOROSCOPE 


Pride month will bring not only the usual festivities but also pack a bit of a cosmic 
wallop. All the “Outer plane nee Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto—will 
aspect, rubadub and interact. And why not...? Did the earth move for you, kid? Oh, 

aby! 


ARIES (MARCH 21! - APRIL 20) 


All activities will revolve around fun and gaymes this June. Don’t sit back and 
wait for a home delivery. Whether you are the leader of the Pride parade or the 
instigator in the background, be sure to get involved in any community effort. 
Proud Rams know how to have a good time and manage to teach a few newbies the 
tricks of the trade. Ahem. How heavy a trade is it? 


| 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21!) 


No matter where you roam, no matter what shores you wash up on, the fates 
will conspire to eventually return you back to home base this June. Tend to your 
arden, make your surroundings more comfortable and in tune with the true 
vender you. Queer Bulls may have itchy feet but they may. take you no further 
than the neighborhood corner bar now. Is this a bad thing...? 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 
Filisney, chatty and dare I say, gossipy pink Twins will manage to rein in their light 
sound bites and emote in wise eloquence. A posse of outer planets will create an 


atmosphere of verbal risk and opportunity on the job, in the greater community 
and even in relationships. Call‘em as you see ‘em this Pride month but be ready to 
feel any fallout. Hey, so be it. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


If you find that most of June is spent thinking, controlling and managing your 
dough: blame it on a range of outer planetary activity. Proud Crabs not only move 
with efficiency and profit, they also can help spread their largess around. The urge 
will be to use it to grease the wheels of influence. But can money really buy happi- 
ness? The pundits say no. Oh, let’s try it anyway! 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


Believe it or not, June may turn out to be a pivotal time for proud Lions in a 
variety of areas. If you have happily maneuvered in the background, the outer 
plance will push you out into the limelight. If you have pubes and prodded a 

unch of new projects, Pride month will launch and propel them to new heights. 
Prioritize cousin. Anything more than a mouthful is wasted. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


A weight is lifted off your shoulders and there is something beautifully cosmic 
and mystical about you this Pride month. Queer Virgins will come into their own 
and gain confidence from their hard experiences. Maybe it’s the way you walk. 
Maybe it’s the way you talk. Whatever way you make your mark, make it in bold 
strokes. You never know who you will meet. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


- y Gay Libras will be the epicenter of the social swirl all through Pride month. 
Ye Erica une Rice! se? : g 
» cco. Friends and other hangers-on will gravitate into your orbit and urge you to call the 
Sse shots in any group activity. Plan to create events that span many different groups 
and get you out of your usual crowd. Don’t waste a drop of your oozing popularity 
but tread carefully lest you slip on your own oil. Oops! 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


Even the most astute and political proud Scorp could not have predicted the 
deftness with which they can approach corporate intrigue this June. You’ll be in 
your element and can maximize your opportunities for success. But isn’t life more 
than just a fat. éxpense account and plush corner office? Shouldn’t there be 
compromises for home and family? Yeah right. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


If you are not thinking about traveling this Pride month, you should before you 
begin to feel hemmed in. Gay Archers will discover a few secrets about themselves 
as they expand their horizons and their circle of contacts. Suddenly the world will 
become your oyster and your innate Sagittarian itchy feet will need to be scratched 
in exotic foreign lands. Does Newark count? 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Pride month will rouse and arouse you. Pink Caps will find that not only do they 
have the pick of the litter—they also can have the entire group. Friends come out 
of the woodwork and secret admirers make themselves known. How to choose? 
You may fall head over heals and drain your bank account in the process. Are your 
eyes too big for your head? Typical. Poor dear. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


Put your efforts into creating, strengthening and reformatting various relation- 
ships this Pride month. Aqueerians need to measure the cause and effect of certain 
people in their life. They need to create a balance and synergy between very impor- 
tant needs (and constraints) such as career and partnerships. Who are you? What 
do you really want? Kvetch, kvetch, kvetch. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Pride month is not just a time to party (although that would be preferable). June 
is also a great time to get your cruiser in ship shape. Invest time and energy into 
your overall health and well being regime. Guppies love to sail the high seas but 
should do so in a plush yacht instead of a rubber dinghy. Unless of course you are 
into dinghys. 


For Entertainr 


strology bool, Mer 


You probably already know James Collins’ work and don’t even know it. As a 
songwriter, he’s co-written over twenty Top 40 hits in Canada, including “Tell Me 
You Love Me” by Carol Medina. As a music promoter, he was the sole person 
responsible for introducing British band Blue to Canada and Top 40 status here. 
As an actor, he’s been on such series as This Is Wonderland and Queer as Folk, and 
played the father in Nickleback’s video for “Too Bad”. As a musician in his own 
right, he’s the one who did Do You Mind If We Talk About Bill? (and if you have 
OutTV, you’ve certainly seen the video starring Nina Arsenault). 


Collins has just released a CD of his own music, titled The Messenger. “It’s an 
eclectic mixture of pop music that I’ve written the past years, from different 
observations on life and some real emotions in life,’ he says of his work. The 
thirteen tracks include two of his Top 40 songs:““Do you Mind If We Talk About 
Bill?”, and “Missing You at Christmas (That’s All)”, along with three cover songs. 
As well, the tracks “Since Tina Moved In”, “Fly”, and “Good Enough (To Love)” are 
all getting radio play across country and Collins has even been able to make them 
available on iTunes. 


“Do you know how hard it is to get on that thing?” he asks. “They will not 
take on relatively unknown artists doing some solo stuff.” 


Of course, for any Canadian artist—especially an independent one, dealing 
with Canadian radio can be a frustrating experience. “I’ve got radio stations 
saying about my ballad “Good Enough (To Love)’ ‘| understand that there’s female 
reaction to it, and wherever it’s played you're getting some great feedback, but 
you know Bryan Adams came out with a brand new song and so did Shania Twain, 
so it doesn’t matter that your song will generate lots of female reaction for us, 
we can’t play it’,” he says. “They treat [Canadian Content] like a maximum and 
not a minimum!” 


It’s not as though Collins’ work is unknown in the Canadian market. He has 
built a reputation for being a successful songwriter in this country. “| do what | 
do, I’ve been lucky enough to have some Top 40 positions in Canada, but it’s 
Canada, you know what | mean?” he says rather humbly. “So, it’s one of those 
things, | had some luck, it helps pay the rent. Sometimes | have some good 
months, sometimes | have some bad months, some good years and bad years, but 
by some standards, in some circles they would consider me a fairly successful 
songwriter.” 

Part of his work ethic includes being very hands-on with what he writes. 


Collins even does his own radio tracking—sends the tracks out, calls the stations 
up to make sure they received it. “I’ve heard horror stories from artists that have 
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hired different trackers for radio, and they get these false sheets of who’s added 
your song, and who's considering it and who's featured it and who hasn’t, and they 
fudge them to make it look like they’re doing a better job.’ Once when calling 
up about a fellow artist, Collins found out from twenty or thirty stations that the 
artist’s tracker’s sheet was wrong. 


Being a songwriter has given him an almost secretive quality for his success, 
especially when there is a lot of material out there that people don’t realise his 
name is attached to. “It’s always a real buzz when somebody comes out of 
woodwork and says ‘I didn’t know that was your song. That's always really 
exciting,’ Collins says. “That happens every day. If you start talking shop-talk with 
people, or people who want to be in the music industry, their mouth just drops. 
It’s overwhelming sometimes.” 


Of his writing process, Collins takes a different approach than some writers in 
the industry. “| don’t sit in a room and write these songs with whomever |’m 
writing with, and bother to think about ‘What rhymes with spoon?’ It just comes 
out because |’m being honest with myself, about what | want to say. It’s amazing 
what can come out when you know what you're writing about.” 


His success as a songwriter landed him a staff writer position with 
Warner/Chappell Music Publishing for three years, a process he describes as 
“They give you so much a year, and just send them ten songs.” The job allowed 
him to travel to New York and Vancouver to do much of that writing. “Oddly 
enough, even though they’re supposed to be pitching songs to people, the only 
thing | ever got out of that that was a big deal, other than setting me up with a 
couple of cool songwriters, was that they got one of my songs covered in 
Chinese by a heart-throb out of Hong Kong named Daniel Chan. It was a Top 20 
hit for me in Canada by Gavin Hope called ‘The Tears | Cry’, and they actually did 
this Chinese version. | think the album it was on went Top Three in Hong Kong.” 


Since then, Collins has worked with two American Idol finalists and given them 
some Canadian success. The first was Vanessa Olivarez from season two and 
together they did “The One”, which went Top 30 in Canada. The second was Jon 
Peter Lewis from the third season, with whom he wrote a song called “It’s 
Christmas” which was put on the Now Christmas 2 compilation. That song 
peaked at number thirteen on the national charts on the week of Christmas. “I’m 
actually supposed to be going to LA next month and it looks like Jon and | will 
write another song together and put it on his album.” 


But success for an independent artist can be tricky. “| get emails about the 
limited play that | get on radio—can you imagine if | got played like Michael 
Bublé’s ‘Home’? If | had ‘Good Enough (To Love)’ played on the radio like that, | 
could have a platinum album on my hands—that’s the scary thing. But I’m just a 
one-man operation. It’s all about timing, it’s all about luck and it’s all about money 
being spent on you—especially with the horror story in the States with all of the 
payola going on. But what can you do? | think the only think you can do is just 
do the stuff, send it out there, hopefully send it to the right people, it gets heard 
by the right people and it continues to grow. Right now is just the initial stage.” 


And what's next for Collins, other than building on the success he’s achieved 
so far with The Messenger? For starters, OutTV is planning on using his track 
“Since Tina Moved In” for an upcoming public service announcement about the 
dangers of crystal meth. There is also talk of a movie in the works this summer, 
plus starting work on the next album. You can be sure that for Canadians, ‘James 
Collins’ is a name you'll be hearing alot more. W 
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Interiors 


Landlocked in the 
centre of our conti- 
nent, Kansas and 
Missouri might be two 
of the reddest states 
in the red, white and 
blue, recently joining 
A thirteen others in 

. i393 : ® adopting constitutional 

The famous Gateway to the West : amendments to strip 

gay marriage of its 

over the rainbow 

colours. It’s a conservatism making them downright invisible on our travel 

gaydar, but these days, who doesn’t love flirting with American Heartland 

values? It’s no big secret that beneath the Midwestern mask of Missouri 
machismo, there’s a Kansas-happy Dorothy at every turn. 


Several Kansas and Missouri cities are great road trips, but there’s a boom in 
Kansas City and St. Louis these days, and combined as a vacation, they’re servin’ 
up a spicy taste of both states’ culture, history and life in the Pink. Kansas City’s 
urban renewal projects, currently digging up its downtown core, are a reflection 
of its preparations as a major tourist hotspot. Home to H&R Block, AMC, 
Hallmark and Sprint, it’s already a major Midwest business attraction. New 
sports arenas, shopping plazas, performing arts centres and commercial 
facilities are all afoot, amidst some already impressive attractions on either side 
of its Missouri and Kansas river forks. 


A four-hour drive east will take you to the Gateway City 
of St. Louis along the Mississippi, featuring many cathedrals 
inspired by the cultures of its diverse communities. Free art 
museums, a world-renowned zoo, one of the country’s best 
botanical gardens and the massive Forest Park (site of the 
1904 Worlds Fair and the first Olympics on USS. soil) all 
await. St. Louis holds the planet’s largest collection of 
mosaic art at the Cathedral Basilica St. Louis and visitors 
can catch the whole view atop St. Louis’ famous and 
welcoming Arch, built as the Gateway to the West. 


Pending your pleasure, both Kansas City and St. Louis are 
perfect gay-friendly home bases for Oz excursions, with 
plenty of local queer hotspots to whet your whistle or 
explore open country. Through an ordinance passed by the 
city, St. Louis also recognizes same-sex unions. You'll need a 
car, and bring your little dog, too. 


Toto, | Don’t Think We're In Kansas Anymore... 


Kansas City is spread over the states of Kansas and Missouri. Visitors 
unknowingly find themselves in both daily. While it’s never an issue for 
commuters, it has created an age-old debate for city counsellors from both 
sides of the invisible state border. Along with battling over which-state-gets- 
what-sports-stadium, Kansas Citians distinguish their state affiliations with a 
simple KCMO (Kansas City, Missouri) and KCK (Kansas City, Kansas). It’s a big 
change from its 1850 founding as the City of Kansas. 


Here you'll also find an intense battle over who has the best BBQ, although 
there is no shortage of other culinary fare. The Kansas City Originals are a 
recently formed group of the city’s independent restaurants, and its membership 
consists of some of the city’s finest bistros and eateries, directly supporting 
local charities and using fresh produce from the busy River City Market 
(definitely worth a visit on weekends). 


Don’t be put off if you sense you’re not getting the warmest of welcomes. 
Unlike Canadian heartland hospitality, Kansas Citians have a tendency to check 
y'all squarely in the eye, speaking plainly but politely. It’s a prideful and prudish 
veneer that quickly wears off after a hello (one waitress was even “happy as a 
hair on frog” to serve us). 


Top attractions include the breathtaking Union Station (restored in 1914), 
the Spanish-influenced Country Club Plaza (the first planned shopping area in 
the U.S., and a Christmastime favourite), the Kemper, Truman, Negro Baseball 
and Liberty Museums, and the state-of-the-art science centre and planetarium. 
The city prides itself on having “more fountains than anywhere in the world 
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except Rome”, and indeed there is never a shortage of fully preserved and 
inspiring waterworks and architecture (Art Deco and antique lovers will 
quickly bubble around like Glenda the Good Witch). 


GLBT events are nightly in KCMO, with over a dozen clubs. Theatres like the 
Unicorn, The Lyric Theatre and the Broadway-tour-producing Theatre League 
are top bets, along with the must-see, hilariously campy Late Nite Theatre. 
Accommodations during Kansas City’s downtown renos are recommended 
close to Union Station, the Crowne Plaza or the Country Club Plaza, all just 
south and bustling with activity. Like its clubs, Kansas City’s gay rodeo, pride 
events and community groups are scattered throughout the city and there’s no 
shortage of bears groups or motorcycles (the Harley Davidson Factory is 
located by the airport). 


A day trip will take you to places beyond the usual Kansas Rainbow. Just two 
hours west in Wamego, you'll find the new Oz Museum, a dedication to all 
things Oz, with a collection of over 2000 items. To get to the museum, you'll 
drive gaily forward through the scenic state capital of Topeka, home to God 
Hates Fags minister Fred Phelps and mouthy wife, Margie. Having picketed his 
hatred at the funerals of Matthew Shepard and, more recently, dead soldiers 
from Iraq, Phelps isn’t in top favour these days—and with a congregation mainly 
composed of relatives, it’s tempting to hiss at his bizarre cult-like church if you 
drive by (be careful—eleven of his thirteen kids are lawyers). 


Bizarre sightings in the more rural Kansas state are not uncommon, but the 
state is just as picturesque as Dorothy’s farm. Just a couple of hours north in 
Wright City, you’ll discover the Elvis Is Alive Museum, featuring artifacts from 
Elvis sightings (including the part-eaten pork chop that allegedly preserved his 
DNA). Topeka, Wichita, Lawrence and Junction 
City are all picturesque, with a handful of 
lavish and romantic B&Bs. 


Museum 


Mention tornados in Missouri and locals will 
be quick to point you westward ho towards 
Kansas State. That’s not to say Missouri hasn’t 
seen its storms, with alarm systems and 
evacuation procedures in place everywhere. 
Midwest lightning storms (and calming prairie 
moons) are some of the most impressive 
you'll ever see. Safety is a priority, but there is 
always a Deliverance banjo playing in your head 
when you realize there are just as many 
Weapons Prohibited signs as there are Non- 
Smoking signs. If you’re cautious, you'll be 
about as warm n’ snug as a furry possum in 
August. 


Meet Me in St. Louis 


In comparison to Kansas City, St. Louis reigns in the Dorothy department. Its 
French influences, cathedrals, parks and downtown core are already developed 
and bustling with life. If you club it, you just might wake up on the other side 
of the Mississippi in IIlinois—like Kansas City, a change of state is simply a skip 
across the river. Other destinations, like Nashville and Chicago, are just a few 
hours’ drive (and you just know you want to go to Dollywood for some of 
Dolly’s homemade apple butter). 


The Missouri state capitol of Jefferson City, along with towns like Hannibal 
and Fulton, should charm the ruby red slippers right off of you. 


The main GLBT districts in St. Louis (all close to parks, of course) are the hip 
Soulard area, the Central West End and South Grand. Don’t let that stop you 
from exploring the downtown area around the Arch, with cheap admission that 
includes a ride down the Mississippi in a jazzy old riverboat. The clubs in St. 
Louis, as with Kansas City, are more impressive on the inside, with a truly 
eye-opening mix of twinks, bears, drag queens and cowboys. The city just 
launched its first Gateway Gay Rodeo at the Equestrian Centre, with 
concessions, an orchestra, silent auctions, outdoor bands and galas. Its popular 
events include goat dressing (slapping some skivvies on a goat) and wild drag 
racing (where tragic drag queens tame both their bulls and their crowds). 


The art gallery and loft district around Jefferson Avenue, close to downtown, 
is a definite must-visit in St. Louis and like the Soulard area, there are some 
great patios for a morning coffee and people watching before gallery hopping. 


Riverboat in St. Louis 


The Birds cast members 


Both Kansas City and St. Louis 
offer art walks on the first Friday 
of the month, with plenty of side 
events. Along with a symphony 
hailed as one of the country’s 
best, St. Louis’ theatre companies 
like Ragged Blade, New Line, C.J. 
Productions and That Uppity 
Theatre Company all offer the 
drama of Dorothy in their seasons. 


Best over two weekends to catch it all (with pit stops in between), St. Louis 
and Kansas City are among the last bastion of red-state cities paling towards 
the pink. It won’t be long before they rival other queer-clad U.S. destinations 
and like most best kept secrets, they’re already inviting enough for a good time 
before us flying monkeys invade. W 
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GENITAL HERPES 
FLARE-UPS CAN BE 
REDUCED. 


Fortunately, there are effective 
genital herpes treatments to greatly 
reduce the number and severity of 
the flare-ups you suffer. 

Some people don’t take genital herpes 
seriously. Many don’t know they 
could be contagious even without 
symptoms. Talk to your doctor about 
effective ways to lower the risk of 
infecting your sexual partner, 

in addition to using condoms. 

Take control of 
genital herpes. You 
and your partner 
should feel better 


because of it. 


Practice safer sex. 


See your doctor or Sexual Health Clinic 
to receive the Herpes Health Pack’: 
For more information visit 


www.herpeshealth.com 


or call 1-866-252-4666. 


is a trademark, used under license by a leading research based 
pharmaceutical company. 
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OSOuTLEeans June 2006 31 


By Outlooks Staff 


When former Prime Minister Paul Martin announced he was stepping down as 
the leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, there was much speculation as to who 
would replace him.The race for the leadership of the Party is well under way with 
a diverse group of contenders, and not necessarily those from within the Party 
who might have been expected to seek the reigns as the new leader. This means 
that there exists a distinct possibly a bright, fresh face may lead the rebuilding of 
this venerable old Party. Certainly, this contest should prove to be of interest to 
Canada’s GLBT community. 


One of the early politicians to throw his hat into the ring was Scott Brison, an 
M.P. from Nova Scotia, the former Minister of Public Works and Government 
Services plus Receiver General in the most recent Liberal Government. At first, 
you might not realise the significance of this candidate but Scott is the first openly 
gay federal M.P. in Canada’s history. At only thirty-nine years old, Scott has 
considerable experience in the private sector and has been elected to the House 
of Commons four times since 1997 as the M.P. for Kings-Hants, Nova Scotia. As 
a young, energetic M.P, he is widely regarded as one of the most impressive 
performers in the House of Commons, serving on many committees and actively 
involved in many important issues like the environment. 


CENSUS 


li’s not 
too late! 


If you haven’t returned your census form, do it today, 
online at www.census2006.ca or by mail. 


By law, you are required to complete a census form. 
By the same law, the personal information you provide 
is kept confidential. 


It’s important to count yourself in today. 


If you need help, visit 
www.census2006.ca or 
call 1 877 594-2006. 
1 888 243-0730 TTY 


Statistics Statistique 
Canada Canada 


+5 Canada 


32 June 2006 


OUTLPQKS 


The fact that any candidate is openly gay is not necessarily a reason to give 
your support to a politician. So, Outlooks recently caught up with Scott in his 
office in the Ottawa Parliament buildings for an exclusive telephone interview to 
learn a little more about his beliefs and vision for the future of the Liberal Party 
of Canada and our country: 


Outlooks: What made you decide to run for the leadership of the Liberal 
Party of Canada? 


Brison: Well, | represent a new generation of leadership and a new generation 
of ideas. | also represent a modern liberal perspective: Increasingly, Canadians 
believe in economic and personal liberty, plus societal and environmental respon- 
sibility. | believe the Liberal Party | lead would defend the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and will defend the interests of the Canadian taxpayer at the same time. | 
believe in building a bold, Twenty-First Century innovative economy and making 
Canada a leader in the whole world in the realm of energy, all forms of energy, 
while at the same time building a greener, cleaner environment by becoming an 
international leader in greener energy. | believe economic growth and social 
progress go hand in hand. 


Outlooks: With your long list of accomplishments and relative youth, what 
would be your main goals if one day you became Prime Minister? 


Scott (left) & Fiddler at Ontario Liberal Event 


Brison: | really believe Canada is one of the most socially progressive, 
economically successful societies in the world today. It didn’t happen just by 
accident. It happened by leadership. | was fourteen when Pierre Trudeau 
brought in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. If Trudeau had not done what 
he did when he did it, | probably wouldn’t be doing what I’m doing today. Because 
that Charter has helped advance social progress in Canada and has helped our 
country to be as socially progressive as it is. I’ve been elected four times in my 
rural Nova Scotia riding and I’m open and honest about who | am and what | 
stand for. Frankly, | believe the Liberal Party needs to be clear, open and honest 
about what we stand for as a Party and earn the trust of all Canadians by being 
direct and honest on all the issues. 


Outlooks: What prompted or motivated your decision to leave the 
Conservative Party and cross the floor of the House of Commons to join the 
Liberals? 


Brison: | was a member of the old Progressive Conservative Party under 
leaders like Joe Clark. The fact is the old party believed in social progress and 
supported the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, multi-culturalism, bilingualism. 
The Reform Alliance Party had a heritage of standing foursquare against the 
institutions that | believed in. | could not have run for the Conservative Party 
because | couldn’t run for a political party that | secretly hoped wouldn’t form a 
government—I would be afraid of what it could do to the country where | live 
and the country | love. The Liberal Party balances economic innovation with 
social progress. In the Liberal Party, | can focus on trade, economic and 
environmental policy without having to worry about my basic fundamental 
human rights and equality. Other people in the Party are defending that. 


Outlooks: In Canadian politics today, do you find being openly gay a 
hindrance—especially given Prime Minister Harper’s intention to re-open the 
same-sex marriage debate at some point in the near future? 


Brison: |t helps being gay. It helps make me a better politician in many ways. It 
gives me an understanding of basic fundamental human rights and equality on a 
first-hand basis. | understand discrimination, prejudice on a first-hand basis. | 
know what it feels like. It makes me more sensitive to issues like the equality of 
women, aboriginal peoples and it is reflected in my positions on a range of issues. 


It helps me defend more vigorously and effectively some of those social issues. | 
can tell you that the Liberal Party that | lead and the government that | lead will 
have no glass ceilings for people based on the colour of their skin, their cultural 
or ethnic background, sexual orientation or gender. It’s important to realize, too, 
that many Canadians don’t trust the NDP with their money in terms of managing 
the economy and don’t trust the Conservatives to defend their rights. | believe 
the Liberal Party | lead would defend the charter of rights and defend the 
Canadian taxpayer. 


Outlooks: |In the recent Liberal government you served as a Minister and 
the Receiver General for Canada plus as a member of a number of Standing 
Committees. How did this prepare you for a possible future as Prime Minister 
of Canada? 


Brison: At Public Works, | was running one of the largest departments in the 
government and during my time there, | applied my private sector background 
and experience to the running of a large government department. We were 
able to implement changes that will save over three billion dollars over the 
next five years. In fact, beyond that, it will save over a billion dollars 
every year. I’m proud of that record of innovative management and fiscal 
responsibility, which | demonstrated as a Minister. 


Outlooks: You represent a new generation of leadership with a new 
generation of ideas—what does this mean for Canadians? 


Brison: |t means that | will be working hard to present new ideas that offer 
Canadians hope for a better future. | want to make Canada a global leader in 
all forms of energy and | want our environmental policy to create new 
economic opportunity as | do that, in order not only to build a 
more successful economy but also a greener environment. | want to offer 
scholarships to young Canadians so that we can encourage them to volunteer 
in their communities and across Canada working for non-profit organisations 
helping to build stronger communities and a more unified country. | also want 
to use scholarships to encourage young Canadians to serve overseas with 
Canadian NGOs in humanitarian and social development programs and 
institution building. That way, we can help strengthen Canada’s role in the 
world and at the same time develop a sense of unity in Canada—a sense of 
purpose for our role in the world and the difference we are capable of making. 
That’s important in Quebec because you can make the argument that Canada 
is important in the world, that we do make a difference in helping build a more 
peaceful, stable and democratic world. A divided Canada and a separate 
Quebec simply can’t make the same difference. 


Outlooks: If you were to become leader of the Liberal Party what steps 
would you take to rebuild the Party? 


Brison: | would work with some of the best and brightest Canadians from 
coast to coast to engage them within the Liberal party for their ideas and | 
would seek not only their input but also their participation as candidates for 
the Liberal Party. | would want to attract to public service some of the best 
and brightest Canadians. | want those who view public service not as an 
Opportunity to make a living but rather an opportunity to make a difference. 


Outlooks: How can members of the GLBT community become involved in 
the leadership selection process? 


Brison: They can go to my website scottbrison.ca and volunteer. They can 
sell memberships or get elected as a delegate in their riding to attend the 
leadership convention. They can also host events across Canada for me to 
meet members of the community and potentially even help fund-raise. | was 
the first openly gay M.P and subsequently cabinet minister in Canada and 
quietly and competently, I’m making a difference. It certainly helps having the 
support of the community to continue making that difference to make it easier 
for future generations. 


Outlooks: |In your personal opinion, 
do you think Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper will be successful in changing 
or amending the current same-sex 
marriage legislation? 
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Brison: Well, | will certainly be doing 
everything in my power to prevent 
that. | believe that the numbers exist 
still in the house for us to prevent it. | 
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» Outlooks: |s there one message you 
730 - 17TH Ave SW . Phone 228-3566 


i 


would like to send to Outlooks’ readers across Canada? 


Brison: Get involved and join the Party. Join my campaign and help make a 
difference. This is no time for complacency. 


Outlooks: Instead of the traditional summer Bar-B-Q circuit are we going 
to see you as a Pride Parade Marshall anywhere this summer? 


Brison: Well, just invite me! 


For Further information on how you can help to make a difference visit: 
ScottBrison.ca 
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This Pride 


with the 
ISCCA BBQ! 
Starting at 2pm 
Sunday June 1ith 


Mondays 
Import Beer & Coolers 7 
$4.25 


Open 2pm - 3am Daily# | 
209-10TH AVENUE SW CALGAR) 403.265.5211 
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THE DESERT BEAR RESORT 
530 E. Met Avenue, PALM Sprincs, CA 92262 


1.877.GO GROWL -* www.thedesertbear.com 
Exceeding Your Expectations...Every Chance. 


Cable's Ned BRB 
| j Kelowna British Columb A oe ayaa 


class golfing 


mail: eaglesnestbnb@hotmail.com king the lak 


from home 


416.351.1503 
877.580.5015 


’ 


Toll-free/Sans Frais 1-877-580-5015 


110 McGill Street Toronto 


613-688-2753 
rideauinn2005@Rogers.com mcgillbb@interlog.com 


www.rideauinn.ca 


megillbb@rogers.com 


Nestled in the year-round warmth 
Of Palm Springs: CCBC Resort 


Play in any of CCBC’s unique and varied environments, 
all created on 3.5 acres with your pleasure in mind: 


© The Compound * Danny's Dungeon ® The Jungle Encounter Trail 
* Love Grotto * The Steam Room & Sauna ® Internet Hotspot = : 
© The Sun Deck Pool & Hot Tub 1 RG 


And after playtime is over, you can retire to 
one of 44 Deluxe accommodations 


68-369 Sunair Road, Cat 
(760) 324-1350 


This established Gay owned & Operated B&B 
is an Opportunity to move to Kelowna and 
enjoy the Okanagan, complete with furnish- 
ings, appliances, in ground pool, hottub in 
greenhouse, sauna, barbeque area, beautiful 
gardens and mature trees located on .87 acre 
lot, six bedrooms plus Owners suite. Please 
contact Wayne Ross wayneross@shaw.ca or 
check our website www.kelownarealtors.com 


Wayne Ross 
Macdonald Realty 


250.470.9111 


A oF Bungalow-style Rooms 
in a Garden Setting 
All with King Beds 
Some with Kitchens & Fireplaces 
Hot Tub & Heated Pool 
Misting System 
Coniinental Plus Breakfast 
Evening Refreshments 
Wireless Internet & Guest Station 


Rated “Four Palms” 
by Out and About: 


“warm and helpful... really one of 
the best bargains in Warm Sands” 


Midweek & Weekly Discounts 


www.warmsandsvillas.com 800.357.5695 


chee per year than 


any rin Canada. The house. 
itself is well appointed and filled 


with original artworks, a fine 
collection of swords, antique 
clocks and Persian carpets. A 
1929 Desoto is also part of the 
- owners’ collection and_ is 
occasionally used for tours to 
the wineries. Despite the fact 
that the Eagle’s Nest is situated 
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Gite/B&B 


(5 14) 597-0878 
smioaibagal com 


PALM SPRINGS 
WinTey SPECIAL: 


fer subject to availability. Some Restrictions. apph 
jays excluded. Offer ends February 28, 2006. — 


800-732-7555 _— 
- TRIANGLE-INN.com 
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the Inn on 282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 

. 5 Somerset. 

in the heart of : 
www.innonsomerset.com 
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400 - Personals 
massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
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announcements 405 
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personal growth 410 
Escorts 411 
Erotic Body Massage 412 
women’s services 413 
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domestic 102 
trades 103 
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work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
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salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 
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for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
suites for rent 202 
shared accommodations 203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 
Office space wanted 209 
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birthdays 501 
anniversary 502 
obituary 503 
in memoriam 504 
notices 505 
general 507 
lost & found 508 
services 509 
weddings 510 


600 - Travel 

303 accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
camping 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 
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services 701 
business opportunity 702 
computer rental 703 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and artworks 


computers 304 
general and miscella- 

neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 
CHEQUES / MONEY ORDERS 


SESE 
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4 hi 


intemanonar CM ROUtC. 


100 
employment 


THE ORIGINALS since 1996 ! 
The worlds largest live GAY online 
adult entertainment company is 

looking for some additional new hot 
models for our Toronto Studios. 

Full Time / Part Time / Live In 

positions available. 

We are known for BoysCondo, 
GuysCondo, Flirt 4 Free, OurGuys, 
PragueBuddies, RainBowMag, 
Canadian Male, GayBio, GayToronto, 
BoyCondoTY on PrideVision and 
more, 

Apply online at: 
http://boyscondo.com/talent.htm 
E-Mail 
talent@northernexposed.com 

Or call Adam noon to midnight: 

416-881-2955 
Transportation subsidies available 
to successful applicants 


200 
real estate 


WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM 
FREE Buyers Assistance 
FREE Sellers Market Analysis 
FREE Relocation Kit 
any city USA/ Canada or Mexico 
No cost or obligation to be 
represented! 


203 


shared 
accommodation 


Share Large 5 Bedroom House In 
Glendale. Close to Down Town. Non- 
Smoking Home. $450 per Month & DD. 

Call Randy in Calgary 403-463-9032 


Shared 2 bedroom condo in 
Kensington. Close to SAIT, University 
and transit system. Mature, quiet, 
non-smoking male $375 + DD call 
Rick in Calgary 403-270-7238 


ROOMMATE WANTED 
Looking for Flight Attendant to share a 
d/t condo in Calgary. $500 per month 

which includes fully furnished room with 
TV, DVD, VHS & stereo. $250 DD. Call 
Richard at 403-228-1512 


204 


accommodation 


i Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11” Street 
Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 

PROUDLY SERVING TI 


UDI HE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 
/ WWW. 11STREET.COM 


206 
vacation rentals 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enetle, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 


jdaily 9am-5pm (CT). 


305 
general sales 


Best Video and DVD for sale and rent! 
New releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB T5K ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: 
exec.express @shaw.ca 


Edmonton massage 


Acu massage Edmonton 
Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 
phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 


BUY, SELL OR TRADE... 
TAKE OUT A CLASSIFIED AD IN 


OUTLOOKS 


OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


401 
calgary massage 


RELAXATION MASSAGE 
www.Markmassage.cjb.net 
Male or Female Welcome 
Call Mark in Calgary 
403-630-8048 


401 
vancouver massage 


“***"" “Better Than Sex (TM) 
men purr: nurturing sensuous full- 
body Tantric massage by California- 
certified connoisseur of touch. 
Individual sessions, lessons, 
workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 


Visa / MC 
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PACIFICA 


BODYWoORKS 


BC's best 
all-male 
massage 


Noon - 10PM 
Daily. 


Free Parking 
Air-conditioned 


402 
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Looking For A Partner 

Young handsome black guy, very 

honest, open and outgoing. Active 
romantic looking very seriously for a 
genuine relationship to meet and more. 

Gyau Augustine 
Box 512 
Berekum B.A. 
Ghana W.A. 


Young black lad 26 yrs old from 
London, UK. 6ft tall, well-built, attrac- 
tive, sincere, understanding, trustworthy, 
caring and romantic. Seeking a geniune 
man for long-term relationship. Somone 
loving and understanding. Ages, looks 
and race are not important. Love is all 
we need. Write with a photo to: 
Willy 0. 

43 Guinnes Sq. 
Pages Walk, London 
SE1 4HH UK. 
Give it a try 


Honest, intelligent, nice-looking 
man 26 years old, 177cm, 74kg 
with university education, good 
health and body. Enjoys 
literature, music, nature, art, 
travels, sport. Seeks man for 
meetings, friendship and good 
relationship for long time. Please 
write to: Valentyn, PO Box 122, 
KIEV 03058 UKRAINE. 


I am a Ghanaian guy, 27 years old. 
I like reading, gardening, singing and 
traveling. I wish to correspond with 
females and males of all ages living 
anywhere. All letters will be 
answered. 
PO Box 1084 
Sunyani Brong Ahafo 
Ghana, West Africa 
e-mail: anassthunder@yahoo,co.uk 


A ghanian young slim guy. Good 
looking, single, interested in travel and 
music. I would like to meet a guy for 

possible friendship, hot pics. 
All letters answered. 
AB 
PO Box 1775 
Sunyani B/A 
Ghana, West Affrica 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 


slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


CURRENT DEADLINE: June 21st, 2006 


e this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 


=) U t + a « a CLASSIFIED ORDER FO = All placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


$20.00 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


NAME: _ Wit. Gee a $10.00 
a — Een ee ee ee ee = 
PROVINCE/STATE: Photograph (1”x1” B&W): 
DAY PHONE: Border Around Ad: $15.00 
HOME: PHONE? ‘ia -t De ee Reply Number Forwarding: 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 Issues: SUBTRACT 15% 


VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 


Pitan mene tee 8 men [prey | foe ae 
CARD NUMBER: 

EXPIRY DATE: ADD 7% GST: 

SIGNATURE: GRAND TOTAL: 
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GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


WHO'S WAITING © 
FOR YOU?" 


Calgary 
403.355.2222 


Vancouver ® 


604.257.5555 


Toronto 


416.915.4545 - 


Find Your Number € 


1.800.777.8000 
FREE TRIAL 


CODE: 3901 
"i ctiveMa 


general personals 


NEED TO TALK? 
416-964-6600 or 1-877-964-6600 
Free, Confidential, Anonymous 


Michelangelo could... can you? 
Newly formed gay men’s life/figure drawing 
group. Professional instruction/male models avail- 
able. Stephen1948 @shaw.ca for more information 


Recent Successful Clients & 


FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION 
s E R Vv 1 c Ee s 
We Hetp Stake Cuneda Your Hame 
Get our team of hopeless 
romantics working for you... 


Friendly service, extraordinary success rates. 
We are passionate about our clients and seeing them 
happily united with their partners as fast as possible. 
Around the world or around the block, we'll help you 
bring your lover home. 


Find out if you qualify. 
Call us today for a free assessment 


416-651-8889 
info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 

1377 Bathurst Street 
Toronto, ON M5R 3H8& 
Certified Canadian Immigration Consultants CCIC-CSIC 


GUESTHOUSE 


Luxurious, themed rooms 


Foreign 
Lovers 
and immigration 


T have been helping same sex couples with 
Canadian immigration since 1994 when my 
partner became a permanent resident. I 
am one of Canada's most experienced 
professionals on immigration for same sex 
couples. Let me help you and your partner 
live “happily ever after" in Canada. 


Peter Bernier at Immigration Link 
1-888-922-9495 416-922-9495 
1 Gloucester Street, Suite 114B 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1L8 
Welcome.TO.CA@sympatico.ca 


KYLE 
24 y, smooth, attractive, versatile, 
boyish body, uncut, bubble butt, 
outcalls only 
(403) 922-9166 


602 
travel Alberta 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 
TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 


www.nlightsbnb.com 
email nlight69 @hotmail.com 


701 
business services 


Bookkeeping Services 
Looking for a freelance bookkeeper? 
I am experienced with Quickbooks for 
small businesses and 
entrepeneurs including payroll and 
GST. Can be at your office or mine in 
Calgary. Call (403) 228-5703 
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__By Dale Smith 


Inside Out 
by Mark Tewksbury 


You see the big medal win and you think 
that’s it for an Olympic athlete—that their 
lives have culminated in this one perfect 
moment. We tend to think that the struggle is 
one to be the best and it’s all a matter of 
training and sacrifice. But what happens next? 
And what about the personal demons that may 
lie beneath the surface of such great 
achievement? 

Mark Tewksbury is one such athlete. His 
gold medal win at the 1992 Barcelona Summer 
Olympic Games in the 100-metre backstroke 
made him Canada’s golden boy and Calgary’s 
favourite son. 

What Tewksbury didn’t tell the world was that he was struggling with keeping 
his sexuality a secret in the highly competitive world of sport, and how deeply 
that struggle was affecting him. 

Inside Out is Tewksbury’s own story, from growing up in Calgary in the eighties, 
to coming out to himself, to having to keep that coming out a secret lest it affect 
his ability to compete. Normally when you think of an athlete’s autobiography, 
you think of tales of the sacrifices they made to make it to the top and some 
struggle that they overcame to reach there. In Tewksbury’s case, the struggle was 
ongoing throughout the process and beyond and, in fact, the tale of his Olympic 
win is almost a backstory to the personal narrative that is the book’s focus. In 
fact, the book deals more with his life post-Olympic win than it does his 
competition years, from his career as a public speaker where he was again 
constrained against coming out publicly with things like “morality clauses,” 
through his time on the International Olympic Committee and later his fight to 
reform the IOC. 

The book is also not just another poor-me coming out tale. Yes, it does take 
you through some of Tewksbury’s low moments—like when he started falling 
into a depression in his post-Olympic period. One of the most striking 
anecdotes from that chapter describes his attempts to open up to someone 
about the difficulties he was having, only to be immediately struck with an 
accusation of being ungrateful for everything. Despite the low moments, there 
are a lot of high points as well. Overall, much of 
the book is about the journey to find the way to | 
fully integrate the two sides of his life that had 
always been forced apart. It’s also about how he 
couldn't just come out once and for all—that 
there were so many stages to it that it seemed a 
constant process of growth and change. 

Apart from simply talking about his coming out 
process, Tewksbury also takes us into the : 
backrooms of the Olympic world, with the politics 
and the autocratic culture that rules it. The fight 
that Tewksbury helped to lead against the 
corruption culminates in the tale of how the 2006 
World Outgames in Montréal came about, which was as much a culmination of 
his personal journey as it was a professional one. 

On a technical note, the prose is very uncomplicated, which makes Inside Out 
a fairly quick read. Tewksbury writes of his speaking career, indicating that one of 
his keys to success is to speak at a fairly basic level, a lesson he carries through 
in his writing style. Overall, the book leaves the reader buoyed with feeling of 
optimism, that the journey was one that few of us have to take to quite such 
lengths, but in the end glad that people like Tewksbury have made that journey. 


GAY JOCK 


MARK TEWKSBURY 


STRAIGHT TAI 


Lust in Translation 


From: El Dorado Entertainment 


Featuring: Alexis Lechero, Ariel Cruz, Juan Jose Hernandez, Alex Mendoza, 
Rocco Valdez, Juan Carlos Camacho and Andrew Addams. 


Running Time: 100 minutes 


Somewhere in a hot South American city, sexy young newcomers to the 
world of adult entertainment are in front of the camera for the first time. Each 
of these olive-skinned, dark haired Latino hunks is interviewed prior to the hot 
action taking place. 


First is handsome Ariel Cruz, a twenty-two year old Argentinian. His 
personal story includes the fact that he is a bisexual who is a model and 
stripper who does “out calls”. Scenes of Ariel alone on the beach wearing only 
cut-off denim shorts and working out are the prelude to the hot action when 
he teams up with Juan Jose Hernandez. It’s easy to understand why Ariel 
dreams of fame, money and pleasure—not necessarily in that order. 


Alex Mendoza is the next young stud to tell his personal story for the 
camera. Turns out he’s a Scorpio who admits to being jealous, resentful, 
vengeful and possessive—all of which are supposed Scorpio personality traits. 
As a disco dancer, part of his work includes erotic shows for the male 
customers, which could prove to be interesting, as he claims to be hetero- 
sexual. However, when he teams up with Rocco Valdez, it is hard to believe 


what Alex has told the camera about being straight. Straight to bed is the 
order of the day and either Alex is a good faker, or money talks. 


Next for his interview is twenty-two year old Alexis Lechero. His extremely 
muscular body makes it no surprise when he confesses he likes to spend a great 
deal of time at the gym every day. As a happy straight Aquarian, he is very 
mellow and enjoys his solitude and time to relax alone. Even though it’s his 
first time in an adult video, he confesses to earlier bisexual experiences. Ina 
solo performance, Alexis proves that he knows how to tease an audience 
before revealing his huge manhood for a real crowd-pleaser. 


In the final scene Juan Carlos and Juan Jose join the 
gringo Andrew Addams. Two hot Latin lovers and a 
red-headed Caucasian together for an afternoon tryst 
is the perfect ending for this South American story of 
lust in the tropics. 


Listening to the varied stories of first-time sexual 
encounters followed by the hardcore action makes for 
an unusual tale about what turns on a Latin lover. 

Review sponsored by Express Video 
#202 - 11745 jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
(780)482-7480 exec.express@shaw.ca 


Bareback Gym Buddies 


From: Punkz Productions 


A & J Entertainment Inc. 


Web Design & Hosting 
Video Production & Photography 
CD/DVD/VHS Duplication/Transfers 


ay 


10% off any service! 


A&I) 


(403) 774-9015 
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Featuring: Cameron Jackson, Jay Renfro, Billy Jay, Richard Seid, Nicolas 
Santos, Gevin Favre, Ladislav Bohar, Patric Dorsy, Jack Black, Michael Kraus, 
Karel Gross, John Cruise, Martin Novak, Bud Fraser 


Running Time: 115 minutes 


If you've gained a few pounds during the course of the winter months and 
you're planning on heading to the gym to get in shape for the summer, then this 
movie is the perfect inspiration and motivation to get you there. In six 
different sweaty scenes, the pumping iron is just a prelude to more intimate 
physical exertion amongst these hot gym buddies and wannabe buddies. 


A gym is a place where men have time for their bodies. Also, there is plenty 
of time to check out the bodies surrounding you as you grunt and groan flexing 
your muscles. For those cruising each other, it could be the start of a friend- 
ship or it could lead to something else. 


When Gevin Favre is alone pumping iron at the gym, he can’t help noticing 
when blond haired Patric Dorsy arrives for his workout. Gevin is in perfect 
shape but Patric needs to lose a little excess weight and turn some fat into 
muscle. Still it is obvious that Gevin is more than just a little interested in the 
strikingly good-looking younger Patric. But Gevin just admires from a distance. 


One week later, they are both at the gym at the same time again. They meet 


want to 


in the weight room and Gevin instantly notices that Patric has already slimmed 
down and gained some perfect muscles. This time Gevin can’t resist more 
contact with Patric so he asks if he can take some photos because it’s his 
hobby. Patric reluctantly agrees and a few days later, they check out the results 
together in Gevin’s darkroom. This develops into a friendship, which ultimately 
leads to more hot action together in the gym. These two well-hung studs know 
how to pump more than just iron. 


Each group of workout routines seems to develop new friendships between 
exercise buddies. However, when club member Billy Jay spots a gym employee 
in a gay adult movie the real hot sweaty action is underway. Jay Renfro has 
been working at the gym for some time, not expecting any customers to see 
his movies—but now the secret is out and he is more than willing to expose 
the real goods to everyone’s delight. Along with 
horse-hung Billy Jay and his good friend, this three- 
some and their bench presses is a testament to how 
essential gym partners are for a good workout. 


No matter what shape you are in, this movie is a 
physical workout you must experience. 
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